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To  the  President  and  Members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade: 

GENTLEMEN,— 

In  the  accompanying  pages  an  endeavor  is  made  to  fur- 
nish  facts  and  figures  concerning  the  growth  of  London 
as  an  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  center,  the 
absence  and  need  of  any  official  record  in  regard  to 
which  has  long  been  felt  by  the  business  community. 
In  the  collection  of  data,  which  has  been  no  mean  task, 
care  has  been  taken  to  insure  its  reliability,  and  in  that 
respect  it  can  be  confidently  recommended  to  you  and 
the  general  public. 

Q  A  concise  history  of  the  city,  from  its  rise  from  a  wilder- 
ness to  the  metropolis  of  Western  Ontario,  will  be  found 
of  interest,  as  it  deals  not  only  with  the  oft-told  story  of 
progress  and  growth,  but  sets  forth  the  many  advan- 
tages of  London  as  a  distributing  point,  a  place  par 
excellence  in  which  to  carry  on  any  line  of  industrial 
or  commercial  enterprise,  and  a  place  than  which  there 
is  none  more  desirable  on  the  continent  in  which  to 
make  a  home. 

Q  Of  no  less  importance,  and  of  equal  interest,  will  be 
found  the  tabulated  statistical  statements.  These  figures, 
though  scarcely  as  complete  as  is  desired,  are  compre- 
hensive enough  to  convince  even  the  skeptically  inclined 
that  London  from  the  very  first  has  enjoyed  practically 
unbroken  growth  and  advancement. 

Of  The  history  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (which  has  been  no 
small  factor  in  the  development  of  this  prosperity), 
which  forms  part  of  this  little  volume,  constitutes  an 
interesting  chapter  in  London's  history. 

Q  The  advertisements — and  in  this  connection  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city  have  shown  a  spirit  of  liberality 
that  is  most  commendable — will  give  an  idea  of  the 
extent  and  variety  of  London's  trade. 

Q  Finally,  the  book  is  presented  to  your  Board  and  the 
public  with  the  hope  that  it  may  do  much  in  the  way 
of  advertising  London  abroad. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  NELLES. 
London,  Canada,  July  1st,  1907. 
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HE  rise  and  progress  of  a  Canadian  city  is  an 
oft-told  story,  yet  ever  an  interesting  one, 
and  when  within  a  man's  lifetime  such  a 
city  is  seen  to  grow  out  of  a  wilderness  and 
to  reach  its  jubilee  as  a  city,  the  interest  is 
increased  many  fold.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the  history  of 
what  is  to-day  the  prosperous  City  of  London — the 
fourth  city,  as  regards  population,  in  Ontario,  second 
only  to  Toronto  as  a  wholesale  center,  a  leader  among 
the  industrial  cities  of  the  Dominion,  and  the  manu- 
facturing, financial  and  educational  metropolis  of  the 
western  peninsula. 

Eighty  years  ago  "The  Forks,"  as  the  site  of  the 
city  was  then  known  (owing  to  the  junction  at  that 
point  of  the  north  and  south  branches  of  the  River 
Thames),  was  one  vast  wilderness,  the  haunt  of  the  bear 
and  the  wolf,  and  the  hunting  ground  of  the  red  man. 
As  far  back  as  1792,  Governor  Simcoe  had  visited  the 
spot — which  has  been  described  as  "a  beautiful  situation 
formed  by  a  bend  of  the  river,  a  grove  of  hemlock  and 
pine,  and  a  large  creek" — and  was  so  charmed  with  it 
that  he  announced  his  intention  of  making  it  the  capital 
of  the  new  colony  of  Upper  Canada. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  year  1826  that  the 
site  of  the  future  city  was  surveyed,  the  first  clearance 
in  the  woods  made,  and  the  first  log  house  built.  By 
the  following  year  the  population  had  grown  to  133 
persons,  and  London  having  meanwhile  been  chosen  as 
the  judicial  headquarters  of  the  district,  added  impor- 
tance was  given  the  place  by  the  erection  of  a  court- 
house, which  was  at  that  time  the  most  imposing 
structure    to   be    seen    within    a    hundred  miles  or  more. 
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In  1838  the  place  was  created  a  municipality,  and  two 
years  later,  with  a  population  of  2,000,  was  raised  to 
the  dignity  of  a  village.  In  1845,  the  population  being 
then  3,500,  London  suffered  a  serious  setback  in  being 
visited  by  what  has  since  been  known  as  "the  great 
fire,"  which  destroyed  a  large  number  of  its  best  build- 
ings. But  it  rapidly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
conflagration,  for  three  years  later  we  find  it  incorpo- 
rated as  a  town,  with  a  population  of  4,668.  That  year 
(1848)  also  saw  the  establishment  of  public  schools  in 
London;  and  it  might  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  in 
no  particular  has  London  kept  better  pace  with  other 
Canadian  cities  than  in  the  matter  of  education.  The 
first  decennial  census,  published  in  1852,  showed  the 
population  to  have  jumped  to  over  7,000,  and  two  years 
later  a  population  of  10,060  brought  incorporation  as  a 
city. 

Growth    of  Population. 

It  will  be  seen  there  was  little  of  the  "boom"  or  the 
leaps-and-bounds  about  London's  growth;  rather  it  was 
of  the  steady,  substantial  and  come-to-stay  character. 
Such,  indeed,  has  also  been  the  growth  of  population 
from  the  time  of  incorporation  up  to  the  present;  it  has 
been  increase  every  year,  not  one  instance  of  decline 
being  recorded.  Official  figures  obtainable  give  an  idea 
of  the  steady  rise  of  population  during  the  past  forty- 
seven  years:  1860,  11,200;  1864,  11,555;  1871,  15,826;  1877, 
19,100;  1881,  19,725;  1885,26,075;  1890,30,075;  1891,31,977; 
1898,  38,224;  1906,  44,704.  All  this  time  populous  suburbs 
had  been  growing  to  the  east,  south  and  west  of  the 
city.  It  was  felt  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  all 
concerned  if  these  outlying  sections,  two  of  which  had 
been  formed  into  independent  municipalities,  were 
brought  into  and  made  to  form  part  of  the  city.  Accord- 
ingly, steps  were  taken  to  bring  this  about,  the  result 
being  the  annexation  of  London  East  in  1885,  of  London 
South   in  1890,  and  London  West  in   1898.     This  accounts 
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for  the  unusual  increases  in  population  in  those  years. 
But  wherever  there  is  a  city  there  are  bound  to  be 
suburbs,  and  hence  we  find  to-day  growing  communities 
beyond  the  city  limits  at  every  point  of  the  compass. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  assessors  have  not  completed 
their  work  for  1907,  but  sufficient  is  known  to  warrant 
the  statement  that  this  year  will  see  the  city  proper 
with  a  population  of  at  least  47,000,  which,  with  the 
new  suburbs,  will  make  an  aggregate  population  of  close 
upon  50,000.     So  much  for  population. 

Assessment. 

As  regards  assessment,  the  growth  has  been  even 
more  marked.  A  tabulated  statement,  to  be  found  else- 
where in  this  book,  tells  a  tale  of  growth  that  speaks 
volumes.  During  the  past  ten  years  the  valuation  of 
real  estate  has  increased  $45,425,314;  of  personal  property, 
$476,850;  of  taxable  income,  $163,033;  and  of  total  assess- 
ment, $6,057,197. 

Progress   in   Other  Directions. 

That  these  increases  will  be  maintained  for  some 
years  to  come  there  is  every  reason  to  believe;  for  London 
has  been  enjoying  a  goodly  share  of  the  prosperity  which 
has  been  general  throughout  the  country  for  several 
years,  and  everyone  believes  the  end  of  the  "good  times" 
is  still  far  off.  The  past  two  or  three  years,  particularly, 
have  seen  unprecedented  activity  in  industrial  and  com- 
mercial circles,  while  real  estate  sales,  with  the  conse- 
quent building  operations,  have  been  far  greater  in 
number  and  at  much  higher  prices  than  ever  before 
known.  Last  year  the  number  of  real  estate  sales  in 
London  totalled  1,259,  and  the  total  amount  paid  was 
close  upon  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  This  activity 
has  been  particularly  noticeable  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  the  city.  In  the  former  section,  prices 
have    been    paid    for    vacant    lots    which    not    long    ago 
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would  have  been  considered  almost  fabulous;  but  such 
is  the  prevailing  desire  for  resi dental  locations  "up  in 
the  north  end,"  that  in  the  majority  of  eases  price 
seems  to  be  no  object  to  the  purchaser.  The  consequence 
has  been  the  erection  of  many  tine  residences  in  the 
northern  section  that  would  do  credit  to  any  city  on  the 
continent.  In  the  east  end,  in  which  is  included  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  city,  the  evidences  of  prosperity 
are  even  greater,  though  in  a  different  way.  This 
is  the  industrial  quarter,  and  during  the  past  few  years 
a  large  number  of  new  factories — notable  among  them 
McClary's  new  works  and  the  rolling  mills — have  been 
erected  there,  making  the  district  one  of  tall  chimneys 
indeed.  Where  one  sees  the  factories  he  has  not  to 
look  far  to  find  the  home  of  the  artisan.  Consequently, 
in  these  eastern  and  southeastern  parts  the  work- 
man's abode  abounds  as  in  no  other  section.  It  is  the 
boast  of  London  that  in  no  other  city  do  so  many  of 
the  people  own  the  houses  in  which  they  live.  From 
all  indications,  the  city  is  bound  to  maintain  that 
distinction,  for  of  the  residences  recently  erected  in  the 
industrial  quarter,  a  large  percentage  is  occupied  by  the 
owners — and  there  have  been  an  immense  number  of 
them,  too.  Along  the  Hamilton  Road,  particularly,  the 
erection  of  working  men's  homes  has  been  something  really 
astonishing.  What  a  very  few  years  ago  were  large 
commons,  the  grazing  ground  for  cattle,  and  the  play- 
ground of  children,  have  been  completely  built  up  with 
neat  and  substantial  brick  cottages,  resulting  in  the 
opening  up  of  many  new  streets.  These  cottages  are, 
for  the  most  part,  modern  in  interior  design,  with  the 
necessary  conveniences,  while 
the  exterior  surroundings 
present  an  air  of  real  com- 
fort, all  of  which  goes  to 
show  that  the  employee  is 
sharing  with  his  employer  in 
the  general  prosperity. 
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A  Hah, way  Center. 

It  is  on  its  unexcelled  shipping  facilities  that  London 
chiefly  relies  to  induce  the  manufacturer  seeking  a 
location  to  come  here,  although  there  are  numerous 
other  advantages  possessed  by  this  city,  any  one  of  which 
in  itself  should  be  sufficient  to  prove  a  drawing  card. 
It  was  in  October,  1853 — nearly  fifty-four  years  ago  — 
that  the  first  train  on  the  Great  Western  Railway 
arrived  in  London  from  the  east,  which  road  shortly 
afterwards  was  continued  through  to  Detroit.  Up  to 
that  time  all  transportation  to  neighboring  towns  and 
to  the  lakes  was  by  horse  and  wagon,  so  that  the  advent 
of  the  "iron  horse"  was  an  event  of  no  mean  impor- 
tance. This  had  the  effect  of  spurring  on  the  enterpris- 
ing Londoners  of  that  day  in  the  construction  of  a 
railway  to  Port  Stanley,  lying  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Erie,  twenty-three  miles  distant,  and  the  year  1856  saw 
the  completion  of  that  road,  which  is  owned  by  the  city, 
and  forms  no  unimportant  link  in  London's  railway 
system.  In  the  year  following  the  city  was  connected 
with  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  main  line  by  the 
completion  of  a  spur  from  St.  Mary's.  The  London, 
Huron  &  Bruce  was  the  next  railway  enterprise  under- 
taken by  the  citizens,  and  as  it  would  open  up  direct 
communication  with  the  thriving  towns  to  the  north  of 
the  city,  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  were 
easily  induced  to  take  over  the  construction  of  the  line, 
the  result  being  its  completion  in  1870.  With  the 
subsequent  absorption  of  the  G.  W.  R.  by  the  G.  T.  R.,  all 
these  lines  passed  under  one  management.  The  con- 
struction of  the  Canada  Southern  Railway  from  Niagara 
Falls  to  Detroit,  and  of  the  Air  Line  from  the  Falls  to 
Glencoe,  there  connecting  with  the  Grand  Trunk's  line 
to  Detroit,  was  a  matter  of  no  little  importance  to 
London,  although  neither  of  them  touched  this  city. 
It  was  here  that  the  value  of  London's  own  line  to  the 
south  became  more  than  ever  apparent,  for  it  gave  the 
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city  connection  with  these  two  new  roads,  one  of  which 
is  now  part  of  the  M.  C.  R.  system,  unci  the  other  is 
controlled  by  the  Wabash.  The  subsequent  construction 
of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Detroit  River  Railway,  now  part  of 
the  Pere  Marquette  system,  gave  London  still  another 
outlet  through  the  city's  own  road,  which  has  for  some 
years  been  under  lease  to  the  Pere  Marquette,  and  over 
which  the  Michigan  Central  has  running  powers.  The 
construction  some  years  ago  of  the  branch  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  through  London  to  Detroit 
placed  this  city  in  direct  connection  with  the  great 
transcontinental  road,  and  thus  completed  a  network  of 
railways  in  Western  Ontario,  of  which  London  is  the 
center. 

The  net  result  of  all  this  is  to  make  London  unsur- 
passed as  a  distributing  point ;  for  though  an  inland  city, 
few  other  places  on  the  continent  possess  such  excellent 
shipping  facilities.  No  fewer  than  four  transcontinental 
railways  run  into  the  city,  which,  it  is  claimed,  is  more 
than  any  other  city  in  the  Dominion  can  boast  of. 
Every  day  of  the  year  sees  69  passenger  and  182  freight 
trains  arrive  in  and  depart  from  the  city.  Of  late  the 
shipping  facilities  have  been  vastly  improved  by  the 
construction  of  an  interswitching  system,  by  means  of 
which  the  manufacturer  can  ship  on  board  cars  at  his 
factory  door,  no  matter  by  what  road  he  may  be  shipping, 
while  goods  can  be  brought  in  just  as  handily.  With 
such  unrivalled  shipping  facilities,  London  enjoys  as  low 
freight  rates  to  Manitoba,  the  new  provinces  and  British 
Columbia  as  do  Toronto 
and  Montreal.  Freight 
shipped  from  London  at 
night  reaches  Toronto  next 
morning,  and  Montreal 
within  forty-eight  hours. 
With  such  advantages  as 
these  it  is  little  wonder 
that  London  has  forged  to 
the  front  as  an  industrial 
and  commercial  center. 
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An  Industrial  City. 

The  rise  of  London  as  a  manufacturing  city  has 
been  in  keeping  with  the  city's  progress  in  every  other- 
respect.  In  1857,  three  years  after  incorporation,  the 
leading  industries  were  two  breweries,  a  wngon  factory 
and  a  chair  factory.  To-day,  after  the  lapse  of  half  a 
century,  there  are  no  less  than  225  factories,  covering 
about  100  different  lines,  and  giving  employment  to 
12,500  people,  something  like  $7,840,000  being  annually 
paid  out  in  wages.  Every  one  of  these  factories  is,  and 
has  been  for  some  time,  running  at  full  capacity,  with 
every  prospect  of  continued  activity.  From  time  to  time 
many  of  them  have  been  enlarged,  while  each  year  sees 
their  number  materially  added  to. 

An  idea  of  the  amount  of  output  of  London's 
manufacturing  concerns  may  be  gained  from  a  table 
given  elsewhere,  which  shows  that  during  the  year  1905 
the  total  amount  of  freight  forwarded  from  London 
was  245,762  tons,  while  in  1906  it  was  287,668  tons— an 
increase  for  the  latter  year  of  41,906  tons.  Of  freight 
received,  the  total  for  1905  was  533,220  tons,  and  for 
1906,  592,099  tons — an  increase  of  58,879  tons.  London's 
output  of  cigars  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  city 
in  the  Dominion  save  Montreal,  which  accounts  for  the 
heavy  inland  revenue  receipts  at  this  port. 
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A  Wholesale  Center. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  London  stands  second 
among  Ontario  cities  as  a  wholesale  center,  and  is 
forging  ahead  rapidly.  All  the  various  branches  of 
trade  are  covered,  and  new  firms  are  constantly  coming 
in.  London  firms  are  represented  on  the  road  by  400 
travellers,  whose  territory  is  limited  only  by  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Dominion,  and  it  can  with  truth  be  said 
that  the  Canadian  merchants  who  do  not  handle  the 
goods  of  London  houses  are  few  indeed.  As  a  rule,  the 
buildings  occupied  by  London  wholesalers  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  city  on  the  continent,  and  add  greatly  to 
the  architectural  beauty  of  the  city. 

Loudon's  retail  stores  may  be  counted  by  the  score, 
conducted  by    up-to-date    business    men,   who  display   an 
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enterprise  in  keeping  with  this  go-ahead  age.  The 
stores  are  all  well  stocked  with  seasonable  goods,  London 
merchants  making  it  a  point  that  no  citizen  shall  go 
out  of  town  for  what  is  needed  ;  so  that  any  line  of 
goods  that  cannot  be  procured  here  is  not  to  be  had 
anywhere.  Such  has  been  the  demand  of  late  for  stores 
on  Dundas  and  Richmond  Streets  that  rents  have 
doubled  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and  people 
have  at  last  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  city  must 
spread  out,  that  the  retail  area  must  be  broadened. 
Hence  we  find  that  stores,  which  not  very  long  ago 
would  have  been  considered  out  of  the  way,  are  now 
being  rented  at  a  figure  far  in  excess  of  what  could  be 
obtained  a  few  years  ago. 

The  volume  of  business   done  by  the  wholesale  and 


Victoria   Park 


London     Board 


f    Trade 


retail  merchants  of  London    is   shown  in  the  statement, 
given    elsewhere,    of   imports    entered    for    consumption 

and   duties  collected  for   the  past    four  years. 

Financial  Institutions. 

In  this  respect  no  city  in  the  Dominion  is  better 
supplied  than  London.  No  less  than  ten  chartered 
banks  have  branches  here,  one  having  three  and  two 
others  two  each.  Five  of  these  banks  have  only  com- 
paratively recently  opened  out  here,  which  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  attention  which  London  is  attracting  in  the 
financial  world.  The  total  subscribed  capital  of  these 
banks  is  close  on  to  $58,000,000,  nearly  all  of  which  is 
fully  paid  up;  total  rest  or  reserve,  $45,047,060;  and  total 
assets,  $611,832,120. 

Besides  these  banks,  London  has  six  savings  and 
loan  companies,  the  headquarters  of  each  of  which  is 
here,  which  have  proven  of  great  convenience,  particularly 
to  working  people  erecting  homes  for  themselves,  as 
they  have  thus  been  enabled  to  secure  needed  capital  on 
easy  terms.  To  the  existence  of  these  societies  is  no 
doubt  due  in  large  measure  the  fact  that  so  many  of 
the  working  men  of  London  own  their  own  homes.  The 
total  subscribed  capital  of  these  companies  is  $8,581,000, 
of  which  $5,754,788  is  paid  up;  total  reserve,  $2,817,000; 
and  total  assets,  $22,673,635. 
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London  is  also  the  home  of  two  trust  companies, 
two  life-insurance  companies,  an  accident  and  surety 
company  and  a  fire-insurance  company,  each  of  which 
is  a  credit  to  the  city. 

Power  and  Lighting. 

Through  the  city  owning  a  railway  running  to  Lake 
Erie,  London  manufacturers  are  enabled  to  obtain  coal 
direct  from  the  pit's  mouth  in  Ohio,  which  is  laid  down 
at  their  factories  without  transhipment  and  at  an 
extremely  low  cost.  But  the  prospects  are  that  with 
the  introduction  into  London  in  the  near  future  of 
electric  energy  from  Niagara  Falls,  even  the  present 
small  cost  of  power  will  be  materially  reduced.  Splendid 
electric-light  and  gas  plants  furnish  illuminants  for 
streets,  factories,  stores  and  homes,  while  not  a  few  of 
the  lighter  manufactories  are  supplied  with  power  from 
the  electrical  works. 

The   Street   Railway. 

The  London  Street  Railway  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  in  the  Dominion,  and  a  service  is  given  which 
meets  all  requirements.  Cars  run  in  all  directions, 
connecting  the  home  of  the  artisan  in  one  end  of  the 
city  with  the  factory  in  another.  The  city  gets  no  per- 
centage of  the  earnings  in  return  for  the  franchise  which 
the  company  holds,  but  the  citizens  reap  a  direct  benefit 
in  the  shape  of  reasonable  fares.  During  the  day  tickets 
at  seven  for  twenty-five  cents,  with  transfers,  are 
accepted,  while  from  6.30  to  8  a.m.  and  5  to  6.30  p.m.— 
the  hours  when  working  people  are  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  their  daily  toil — tickets  at  nine  for  twenty-five 
cents  are  good.  A  branch  of  the  street  railway  runs 
to  Byron,  six  miles  west  of  the  city,  and  through  the 
magnificent  Springbank  Park,  and  an  electric  railway 
has  just  been  completed  to  Port  Stanley,  a  popular 
summer  resort  with   Londoners. 
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Educational   Institutions. 

As  an  educational  center,  Londoners  take  a  pardonable 

pride  in  the  city's  colleges  and  schools.  Higher  education 
is  provided  for  by  the  Western  University,  with  its 
complete  medical,  arts  and  divinity  departments,  and  the 
Provincial  Normal  School  for  the  training  of  teachers. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  Ontario  Government  has  chosen 
London  as  the  location  of  a  new  Provincial  Hygienic 
Institute,  which  will  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the 
medical  profession  of  the  western  part  of  the  Province. 
London's  Collegiate  Institute  is  not  only  the  largest  in 
Ontario,  but  its  standing  is  at  the  very  top.  On  its 
rolls  are  upwards  of  1,000  pupils.  Distributed  through- 
out the  city  are  eighteen  graded  public  schools,  affording 
accommodation  for  over  6,000  pupils  and  employment 
for  nearly  150  teachers,  including  some  30  kindergarten- 
ers. To  these  must  be  added  the  splendid  Roman 
Catholic  convent  and  eight  separate  schools,  besides 
schools  of  music  and  business  colleges  conducted  as 
private  enterprises. 

The  Public  Library,  with  between  70,000  and  80,000 
well-selected  volumes,  is  not  the  least  among  London's 
educational  institutions. 

Churches   and   Charities. 

All  religious  denominations  are  represented  by  the 
churches  of  London.  Being  the  seat  of  the  Bishops  of 
Huron  (Anglican)  and  London  (Roman  Catholic),  the 
city  has  two  magnificent  cathedrals  in  St.  Paul's  and 
St.  Peter's.  The  Anglicans  have  seven  other  handsome 
church  buildings  and  the  Roman  Catholics  one.  Besides, 
there  are  seven  Presbyterian,  nine  Methodist,  five  Baptist, 
and  two  Congregational  churches,  together  with  places 
of  worship  of  what  are  called  the  minor  denominations. 
As  a  rule,  the  churches  of  London  are  magnificent 
structures,  having  been  erected  at  considerable  cost. 
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In  charitable  institutions,  London  is  splendidly 
equipped.  Two  fine  hospitals  furnish  accommodation  for 
the  sick,  that  owned  by  the  city,  Victoria,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  over  $100,000,  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 
country  and  complete  in  every  detail.  St.  Joseph's  Hos- 
pital, conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  though 
smaller,   is  scarcely  less  efficient  than   Victoria. 

The  Provincial  Asylum  for  the  Insane  is  an  immense 
structure  located  on  567  acres  of  land  east  of  the  city 
limits,   having  accommodation  for  1,200  inmates. 

Other  institutions  are  the  Protestant  and  Mount 
Hope  Orphans'  Home,  the  Home  for  Aged  People,  the 
Home  for  Incurables,  the  Women's  Shelter,  the  Children's 
Shelter,  and  Convalescent  Home,  all  conducted  in  a 
thoroughly  systematic  manner. 
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An  Attractive  City. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  London  is  an  ideal 
city  in  which  to  live.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  healthy 
city ;  in  fact,  there  is  no  city  or  town  in  Canada  more 
so.      This    is    mainly    attributable    to    the    purity    of    the 
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water  supply  and  the  perfect  system  of  sewerage  Then 
it  is  a  beautiful  city  — a  city  without  shuns,  rightly 
named  "The  Forest  City."  It  covers  an  area  of  1.17N 
acres,  with  133  miles  of  broad,  well-paved  streets. 
bordered  with  wide  cement  sidewalks.  The  business 
streets,  with  their  handsome  government,  bank,  whole- 
sale and  retail  buildings,  present  an  appearance  truly 
metropolitan.  The  residential  streets  of  London  are 
famous  all  over  the  continent  for  their  magnificent 
houses,  their  spacious  lawns  and  boulevards  and  beautiful 
shade  trees.  Three  magnificent  parks,  covering  over  321 
acres,  afford  delightful  breathing  spots,  while  Springbank 
Park,  a  few  miles  west  of  the  city,  reached  by  trolley 
car,  and  Port  Stanley,  accessible  by  either  steam  or 
electric  railway,  prove  resorts  in  summer  time  that  are 
the  delight  of  Londoners.  It  is  a  well-lighted  city.  Its 
police  and  fire-protection  forces  are  as  perfect  as  they 
can  possibly  be  made,  while  the  cost  of  living,  owing  to 
the  city  being  -located  in  the  center  of  the  richest  agri- 
cultural district  of  the  Dominion,  and  the  existence  here 
of  the  best  market  in  the  country,  is  scarcely  greater 
than  in  any  of  the  smaller  towns  surrounding.  The  two 
theatres  furnish  amusement  sufficient  to  meet  all 
desires.  All  the  various  secret  societies  are  well  repre- 
sented, and  the  two  daily  newspapers- -the  "Advertiser" 
and  "Free  Press" — are  up-to-date  in  every  particular. 
In  short,  no  city  on  the  American  continent  offers 
better  inducements  to  the  capitalist  desirous  of  entering 
on  an  industrial  enterprise  of  any  kind,  or  presents 
greater  attractions  as  a  place  to  live  in,  than  this  most 
beautiful  and  go-ahead  city,  this  Forest  City — the  City 
of   London. 


Central 

Fire 

Hall 


New  Board  of  Trade  Rooms,   Richmond  Street 


The  London  Board  of  Trade 

1857 

1907   OX? 


Ud 


In  April,  1857,  the  merchants  of  London  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  themselves,  owing  to  the  rapidly  devel- 
oping mercantile  interests  of  the  city,  to  band  together 
under  the  title  of  the  London  Board  of  Trade  for  the 
purpose  of  "promoting  just  and  equitable  mercantile 
principles,  to  convert  abuses  in  trade,  and  to  protect  the 
rights  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  country  generally," 
as  was  set  forth  in  the  initial  clause  of  the  constitution 
framed  for  the  organization.  Among  the  pioneers  of 
this  important  body,  which  was  destined  to  wield  a 
weighty  influence  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  large  com- 
mercial interests  at  present  centered  in  this  western 
peninsula,  were  recognized  some  of  London's  ablest  men, 
many  of  whom  have  since  risen  into  prominence,  and 
several  making  the  legislative  halls  of  the  country 
resound    with  their   voices. 

The  Initiative. 

At  the  time  of  its  inception,  the  membership  roll 
comprised  the  undermentioned  gentlemen,  who  attached 
their  signatures  to  the  following  obligation  : 

"London,  April  22nd,  1857. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  become  subscribing 
members  to  the  City  of  London  Board  of  Trade,  at  an 
annual   subscription  of  one   pound  currency." 


Adam  Hope, 
Alf.  H.  Vennor, 
J.  G.  Mcintosh, 
James  Coyne, 
J.  M.  Bennett, 
Wm.  W.  Street, 


J.  I.  McKenzie, 
T.  H.  Buckley, 
Chas.  J.  Hope, 
Hugh  Rose, 
J  as.  C.  Macklin, 
S.  Morrill, 


H.  Chisholm, 
G.  M.  Gunn, 
Walter  Simpson, 
D.  Macfie, 
Charles  W.  Kent, 
F.  Smith, 
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Fred   Rowland,  M.  Anderson,  William  Thomas, 

John  R.  Labatt,  Lionel  Ridout,  John  Birrell, 

C.  D.  Shaw,  Win.  Gordon,  David  Farrar, 

E.  Leonard,  Edward  Adams,  L.  Lawrason, 

Robt.  Reid,  E.  H.  Hyman,  A.  Paul, 

Chas.  Monsarrat,  Edwin  Heathfield,  John  C.  Meredith, 

John  B.  Smyth,  John  Carling,  W.  McBride, 

Wm.  E.  Sanford,  Wm.  Glass,  Henry  Mathewson. 

The  first  meeting  after  organization  was  held  in  the 
Mercantile  Library  room,  Crystal  Block  (since  extinct, 
the  Palmer  Block  now  occupying  its  site),  when  a  draft 
of  constitution  was  presented  and  adopted  and  the  fol- 
lowing  officers   elected  : 

The   First   Officers. 

President,  Adam  Hope;  Vice-President,  Lionel 
Ridout ;  Secretary,  J.  C.  Macklin.  Council :  Messrs.  J.  I. 
McKenzie,  John  Birrell,  II.  Chisholm,  C.  D.  Shaw,  Walter 
Simpson,  Chas.  J.  Hope,  T.  H.  Buckley,  G.  M.  Gunn, 
Jas.  Coyne,  D.  Farrar,  E.  Leonard,  Chas  Hunt  and 
Joseph    Anderson. 

The  actions  of  the  Board,  from  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation to  the  present  date,  have  been  characterized  in 
the  main  by  a  jealous  regard  for  the  general  interests 
of  the  community,  and  a  perusal  of  the  minutes  is  all 
that  is  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  fact  that  their 
influence  was  exercised  upon  the  broad  principle  of  equal 
rights  to  all.  In  noticing  briefly  a  few  of  the  more  im- 
portant events  in  which  the  Board  took  an  active  interest 
(which  interest  had  a  direct  influence  in  shaping  legis- 
lation principally  of  a  civil  character),  it  must  not  be 
thought  that  the  Board  ignored  the  requirements  of 
municipal  reform.  Their  action  in  this  respect  was 
equally  prompt  and  active,  the  interests  of  the  city  and 
•citizens    being    kept    well    to    the    fore. 
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Legislative  Amendments. 

The  first  matter  that  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Board  was  the  amending  of  the  usury  laws  so  as  to 
increase  the  rate  of  interest  from  six  to  seven  per  cent., 
and  to  enable  persons  to  collect  on  promissory  notes, 
etc.,  any   rate    of   interest   that   might   be   agreed    upon. 

The  Bankruptcy  Act  was  also  felt  to  afford  inade- 
quate protection  to  the  creditor  so  as  to  fortify  him 
against  the  intrigues  of  the  fraudulent  debtor.  The  Board 
strongly  advocated  that  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
creditors  should  be  required  before  arrangements  could 
be  made  with  the  debtor,  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
former  approve  of  the  judge's  decision  before  a  full  dis- 
charge could  be  obtained  by  the  debtor.  Petitions 
embodying  the  former  views  were  forwarded  in  each 
case   to   the    Legislature. 

In  1858  L.  Ridout  succeeded  Adam  Hope  as  President. 
In  this  year  the  Board  offered  vigorous  opposition  to  the 
application  of  the  G.  W.  R.  for  power  to  create  $8,000,000 
of  preferential  stock  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
principally  through  Michigan.  They  objected  to  raising 
such  a  large  amount  on  a  Canadian  enterprise  to  be 
spent   in    opening    up    a   foreign    country. 

A  memorial  was  also  forwarded  to  the  British  Par- 
liament praying  for  the  abrogation  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  monopoly  over  that  territory  and  recom- 
mending  its   incorporation    with    Canada. 

In  the  same  year  the  Board  condemned  the  proposed 
increase  of  tariff  as  being  subversive  of  the  principles 
of  free  trade  and  a  policy  that  sought  the  protection 
of   the  few   at   the    expense    of   the    many. 

In  '59,  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Inspector-General,  the 
Board  denounced  the  excise  duties  as  class  legislation 
and  recommended  their   total  abolition. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Macklin  retired  from  the  secretaryship  and 
Mr.  P.  C.  Barnard  was  elected  in  his  stead. 
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Steps  were  taken  to  have  a  register  kept  of  local 
market   transact  ions. 

In  1800  I).  Farrar  succeeded  J.  I.  McKenzie  jis 
President. 

The  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  the  event  of 
the  year.  The  Board  joined  in  an  address  of  welcome  to 
the    heir   to    the    throne. 

A  petition  was  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  John  Carling 
for  presentation  before  the  House,  recommending  the 
postponement  of  Mr.  Gait's  scheme  for  establishing  a 
bank  of  issue,  in  order  to  give  the  country  an  opportunity 
to   consider   the    proposition. 

C.   Hunt    was    elected    President   in    1861. 

During  this  year  the  establishment  of  a  grain  exchange 
in   connection    with    the    Board    was    discussed. 

In  October,  1861,  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 
"  That  considering  how  deeply  indebted  in  a  pecuniary 
manner  both  the  Great  Western  and  the  Grand  Trunk  are 
to  the  Province,  which  of  course  causes  the  whole  com- 
munity to  pay  so  much  more  in  form  of  taxation;  and 
that  considering  the  produce  dealers  at  London  and  at 
other  points  on  the  different  lines  are  willing  to  pay  as 
remunerative  freight  as  the  companies  receive  from  the 
through  traffic  of  produce,  this  Board  views  the  conduct 
of  these  companies,  in  preferring  the  through  American 
traffic  to  that  of  this  part  of  the  Province,  while  so  much 
is  being  offered  by  our  own  dealers,  as  highly  prejudicial 
and  hurtful  to  all  interests,  and  therefore  this  meeting  do 
remonstrate  against  the  injustice  thus  done  to  the 
Canadian  produce  trade." 

Figures  were  given  showing  a  falling  off  in  delivery 
of  over  10,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  a  drop  in  price  of  9c. 
per  bushel,  solely  on  account  of  the  inability  to  procure 
cars.     Parliament  was  petitioned  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

The  year  '62  witnessed  a  general  outcry  against  the 
influx  of  United  States  silver  currency,  as  the  latter 
government  had  lowered  its  standard  of  value.  In  the 
stopping  of  its  excessive  circulation  in  Canada  the  Board 
took    an    active    part.       The    following    resolution    was 
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adopted  regarding  gold  and  silver  standards  and  Amer- 
ican   silver  : 

"That  the  Act  16  Vic,  Clause  158,  making  gold  (as  in 
England)  the  only  legal  standard  of  value  in  Canada, 
and  certain  silver  and  copper  coins  a  legal  tender  to  the 
amount  of  ten  dollars  and  one  shilling,  respectively,  has 
been  found  to  work  most  satisfactorily,  and  this  Board 
would  deprecate  any  legislative  interference  with  the 
present  established  standard  of  value  as  calculated  un- 
necessarily to  disturb  existing  contracts  and  introduce 
comparison  and  uncertainty,  where  stability  and  confi- 
dence at  present  exist. 

"  That  as  an  American  silver  coin  of  any  denomi- 
nation  is  intrinsically  not  worth  five  per  cent,  or  six  per 
cent,  of  its  nominal  equivalent  in  gold,  either  in  Canada 
or  the  United  States,  any  one  accepting  payment  of  a 
commodity  in  American  silver  at  its  nominal  value  is 
merely  submitting  to  a  loss  of  five  or  six  per  cent.,  which 
he  would  not  be  subjected  to  if  he  obtained  payment  in 
gold  or.  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  Canadian  bank  bills, 
which  are  readily  converted  into  gold  ;  and  with  a  view 
to  check  the  influx  of  foreign  coin,  this  Board  would 
recommend  the  public  to  demand  payment  in  gold  (the 
universal  equivalent),  or  Canadian  bank  bills,  or,  to  meet 
the  present  difficulty  arising  from  the  large  quantity  of 
American  silver  in  circulation  in  the  Province,  refuse  to 
accept  American  silver  except  at  a  discount  of  at  least 
five   per    cent." 

In  '03,  with  Mr.  C.  D.  Shaw  as  President,  the  Board 
decided  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  incor- 
poration, and  a  petition  to  that  effect  was  forwarded 
to  the  Legislature,  which  received  assent  on  August  15, 
1 800. 

In  1803  the  Board  was  officered  as  follows:  Presi- 
dent, C.  D.  Shaw  ;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Hope ;  Secretary- 
Treasurer,    Thos.    Churcher.     Council:    Messrs.    Hunt, 
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Hyman,    Labatt,    Simpson,    Watson,     Greer,    Monsaratt, 
Gordon,  C.  P.  Smith,  F.  Rowland,  Farrar,  and  L.  C.  Leonard. 

Exchange   Post   Office. 

In  view  of  the  prejudicial  operation  of  the  existing 
postal  arrangements  between  London  and  England, 
whereby  London  mail  matter  came  through  the  Hamilton 
office,  causing  serious  delay  of  some  hours  in  both  the 
delivery  and  dispatch  of  foreign  mail,  not  only  affecting 
London,  but  all  the  western  sections  contiguous  thereto, 
it  was  resolved  : 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  London  is  a 
city  of  sufficient  commercial  importance,  to  say  nothing 
of  it  as  a  military  station,  to  warrant  the  post  office 
authorities  in  mailing  direct  from  this  city  to  England, 
and  from  England  again  direct  to  this  city." 

Memorials  were  sent  to  the  post  office  authorities 
in  Canada  and  England.  No  action  was  taken  by  them, 
however,  until  the  matter  was  again  taken  up  by  the 
Board  in  the  year  1886,  when,  after  special  efforts  and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
throughout  England,  to  whom  memorials  were  sent,  and 
Mr.  Hennicker  Heaton,  M.  P.,  of  London,  England,  a 
leader  in  postal  reform,  the  Board  at  last  succeeded  in 
getting  London  placed  upon  the  list  of  foreign  exchange 
offices,  and   the  first  mail  arrived  in  London  in  August, 

1890. 

Favored  Reciprocity. 

The  Board  in  '64  expressed  themselves  strongly  in 
support  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  of  '54  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  it  had  proved  beneficial 
to  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
Province,  and  they  were  prepared  to  strongly  deprecate 
any  attempt  to  abrogate  the  existing  treaty.  The 
abolition  of  local  market  tolls  was  also  advocated,  which 
suggestion  was  ultimately  adopted  by  the  municipal 
authorities. 
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The  Board  also  strongly  opposed  a  proposal  to  amal- 
gamate the  G.  T.  R.  with  the  Buffalo  and  Lake  Huron 
Road,  as  it  would  remove  competition,  and  Parliament 
was    memorialized    to    refuse   the   application. 

Messrs.  Thos.  Churcher  and  L.  Lawrason  were  ap- 
pointed  official   assignees   under  the   new   Insolvent  Act. 

C.  1*.  Smith  succeeded  C.  J.  Hope  as  President  in  1865. 

In  March.  1865,  a  deputation  from  this  Board  attended 

the  dedication  of  the  new  building  of  the  Detroit  Board 

of    Trade. 

Lincoln's   Death. 

In  18(15  the  sympathies  of  the  entire  nation  were 
aroused  on  the  assassination  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  a  fitting  tribute  was  paid  to  the  great 
statesman's  memory  by  the  Board,  which  was  acknowl- 
edged with  increased  warmth  by  the  Government  of 
the  Inited  States  and  placed  on  public  record,  and  a 
handsomely  bound  copy  of  the  appendix  to  the  Diplo- 
matic Correspondence  of  1865,  containing,  in  full,  copies 
of  the  resolutions  of  sympathy  expressed  on  the  subject 
of  that  great  national  bereavement,  was  presented  to 
the    Board. 

Walter  Simpson  was  President  in  1866,  Frank  Smith 
in   1867,   and   F.   Rowland   in   1868. 

In  1868  Parliament  was  petitioned  for  an  act  for 
inspection  of  refined  oil. 

And  the  first  convention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
held  in  Toronto.  Recommendations  made  by  this  con- 
vention re  changes  in  tariff,  silver  difficulty  and  other 
important  matters  were  nearly  all  adopted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

C.  Hunt  was  re-elected  President  in  1869,  followed 
by  C.  P.  Smith's  re-election  in  '70  and  '71. 

In  1869  the  Legislature  was  memorialized  regarding 
the   depressed    condition   of   the  commercial   interests  of 
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the  Province,  and  also  for  a  modification  of  the  Assess- 
ment Act,  the  operation  of  which  was  very  oppressive  to 
the  merchants,  allowing  as  it  did  a  double  assessment, 
first    on    capital,   next    on    profits. 

The  Board  also  put  themselves  on  record  as  being 
opposed  to  the  construction  of  the  G.  W.  R.  air  line  from 
Glencoe  to  Canfield.  They  considered  that  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  plan  would  divert  the  through  traffic, 
and  the  main  line  of  London  would  be  converted  into  a 
branch.  A  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
Government  and  secure  the  refusal  of  the  charter  for 
the    proposed    extension. 

The  Board  at  various  times  indulged  in  discussions 
of  questions  affecting  the  trade  policy  of  the  country, 
such    as   protection,   reciprocity,   etc. 

The  construction  of  the  L.,H.&B.  was  decided  upon  in 
1870,  mainly  through  the  exertions  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who  appointed  a  committee  and  a  board  of  provisional 
directors  for  the  furtherance  of  the  scheme.  On  their 
appeal,  the  city  granted  a  bonus  of  $100,000,  and  the 
various  townships  through  which  the  line  was  to  pass 
were  assessed  for  bonuses  to  the  amount  of  $240,000. 
The  cost  of  the  construction  was  estimated  at  $1,200,000, 
some  $700,000  of  which  was  raised  by  bonus  and  Gov- 
ernment grant,  leaving  about  $500,000  as  the  whole 
amount  for  which  a  rate  would  have  to  be  earned  and 
dividend  provided.  The  construction  of  the  road  was 
afterwards  handed  over  to  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company,    to    whom    bonus   was    paid. 

In  '71  the  Board  expressed  themselves  as  favoring^ 
equitable  reciprocity  with  the  United  States  and  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  the  convention  held  in  St. 
Louis  to  discuss  the  question.  In  '74,  however,  the  Board,, 
considering  the  circumstances  under  which  the  treaty 
had  been  terminated,  thought  that  proposals  for  further 
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reciprocal    relations    should    emanate    from    the    United 
States, 

In  1S71  the  Board  expressed  their  disapproval  of 
the  transfer  or  leasing  of  the  London  &  Port  Stanley 
Road    to   any  other    company. 

Joseph  Atkinson   was  elected   President  in   1872. 
In   October.   1S72.  an  address  of   welcome  was  made 
Lord    Dufferin    on   the  occasion  of   his  visit   to    London. 
Thos.  Thompson  was   President  in   1873  and    '74. 

During  the  year  of  1873  the  following  important 
nutters  were  dealt  with:  Repeal  of  Stamp  Act,  Renewal 
of  Insolvency  Act,  Railway  Tariffs,  Customs  Regulations, 
Free    Postal   Delivery. 

H.  D.   Long   was   elected    President   in    1875. 

Municipal  Matters. 

The  Board  in  '75  took  an  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  waterworks  system.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  they  bent  their  energies  to  the  securing 
of  the  taxation  of  all  city  property,  save  sacred  edifices, 
according   to   their  actual  value,  with    no   exemptions. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1875  reference  is  made 
to  the  enormous  aggregate  of  savings  bank  accounts 
in  London,  amounting  to  $1,357,000,  and  the  paid-up 
capital  of  the  savings  and  loan  companies  to  $1,993,935, 
and  the  depositors'  accounts  in  the  chartered  banks  to 
over   $1,500,000. 

The  following  interesting  figures  are  given  showing 
the  quantity  of  produce  teamed  into  the  London  market 
in    lcSOO    and    1861,    as    compared    with    1875. 

Wheat— 615,429  bushels,  @  84c.  to  $1.05  per  bushel. 
Barley,—  58,389         "         @  42c.    "       .52      " 
Oats-      122,246         "         @  18c,    "       .20      " 
Peas—        93,759         "         @  42c    "       .52      " 


Tot'lbus.grain  889,823 
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Pork— 1,714,001  lbs.    @  $5.00  to  $6.00  per  100  lbs. 
Wool,—    136,267     "     @       22c.  to     28c.  per  lb. 

In    the   season    of    1875. 

Wheat,— 538,000  bushels,  @  $511,000  value. 
Barley— 380,000         "         @     228,000 
Oats,—     362,000         "         @     115,480 
Peas,—     221,700         "         (ob     155,190 


Total  bus.  — 1,501,700.     An  increase  of  611,877  bushels. 
Pork —2,540,000  lbs.     $177,800 
Wool ,—  131,000     "  45,850 

The  timber  of  all  kinds  sold  in  London  amounted 
to  20,000,000  ft,  of  pine  lumber  and  5,000,000  ft.  of  other 
woods. 

For  a  period  of  five  or  six  years  from  1875  there 
was  very  little  activity  in  the  Board.  During  this  time 
a  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  formed,  with  a  reading 
room  supplied  with  mercantile  and  other  papers,  and 
market  quotations.  Under  its  auspices  lectures  on 
leading   topics   were   delivered. 

In  '80  the  Board  petitioned  for  the  removal  of  the 
coal  tolls  at  Port  Stanley,  considering  it  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  L.  &  P.  S.  P. 

In  1881  another  organization  was  formed,  The  Mer- 
chants and  Manufacturers'  Association,  with  objects 
similar  to  those  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  was  officered 
as  follows  :  President,  Geo.  S.  Birrell ;  1st  Vice-President, 
John  McClary ;  2nd  Vice-President,  M.  Masuret ;  Treas- 
urer and  Honorary  Secretary,  J.  W.  Little.  Council : 
Messrs.  Finnemore,  McCormick,  Hobbs,  Watson,  Hunt, 
W.  J.  Reid,  Marshall,  Smallman,  Labatt,  Hyman,  Burns, 
and    Muir. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Nelles  was  subsequently  appointed  Secretary. 

In    November,    1881,    the    amalgamation    of    the 

Chambers  of   Commerce,  Merchants   and    Manufacturers' 
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Association  and  the  Board  of  Trade  was  effected;  Mr. 
Jno.  Overall,  Secretary,  resigning,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Nelles 
being   elected    in   his  stead. 

The  New   Organization. 

At  the  iirst  annual  meeting  after  the  amalgamation 
the  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  G.  S. 
Birreli;  Vice-President,  Thomas  McCormick ;  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  .1.  A.  Xelles.  Council :  Messrs.  M.  Masuret,  F.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  John  Labatt,  dames  Watson,  Thos.  Beattie, 
.1.  B.  Laing,  II.  D.  Long,  C.  B.  Hunt,  C.  S.  Hyman,  J.  W. 
Little,  W.  J.  Reid,  and  John  Marshall.  Board  of  Arbi- 
tration :  Geo.  Robinson,  Thos.  Green,  John  McClary,  John 
Beattie,  James  Slater,  James  Priddis,  Andrew  Cleghorn, 
Wm.  Lind,  John  Campbell,  Alex.  Johnston,  Geo.  Burns, 
and  T.  H.  Marsh. 

Reform. 

In  the  same  year  the  question  of  municipal  reform 
was  broached,  and  the  Board  pledged  themselves  to 
support  only  such  aldermanic  candidates  as  would  vote 
for  the  abolition  of  the  ward  system  at  that  time  pre- 
vailing. A  committee  was  appointed,  who  took  active 
part  in  the  election,  securing  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  election  of  their  candidate,  and  as  a  result  the  redis- 
tribution of  the  wards  followed.  The  shaking  up  did 
the    city    good. 

In  1882  the  Board  opposed  a  Government  bill  to 
appoint  a  railway  commission,  on  the  ground  that  in 
their  opinion  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  could 
deal  much  more  satisfactorily  with  the  railway  com- 
panies   direct. 

In  the  year  1883  the  attention  of  the  G.  W.  R.  was 
drawn  to  the  charges  on  freight  from  New  York,  Chicago, 
and  other  long-distance  points  to  and  from  London,  in 
excess  of   those;  charged  on  the  same  class  of  goods  from 
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the  same  points  to  St.  Thomas,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  Gr.  W.  R.  at  the  time  of 
the  London  &  Port  Stanley  lease,  there  being  a  difference 
in  some  cases  of  45c.  a  ton  in  favor  of  St.  Thomas. 

Co-operation  was  had  with  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade  re  amendments  to  Customs  Act. 

In  1884  C.  S.  Hyman  succeeded  Thos.  McCormick  as 
President. 

In  this  year  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  City 
Council   as   follows : 

"The  Board  of  Trade  respectfully  request  your  honor- 
able body  to  provide  a 
magazine  for  the  storage  of 
gunpowder,  and  that  no 
person  be  permitted  to  sell 
II    II  JLl  or  nave  the  same  on  their 

premises  without  a  license, 
or  such  other  restrictions 
as  your  honorable  body 
may  deem  fit  for  the  safety 
of  the  city.  Also  that  the 
Council  will  supply  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  hose  and 
No-  3  Fire  Hal1  such  other  appliances  that 

may  be  needed  for  placing 
the  'London  Fire  Department'  in  a  more  efficient  position." 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  : 
"  That  this  Board  views  with  alarm  the  tendency 
among  railway  companies  to  amalgamate  and  thus 
create  monopolies  which  are  not  conducive  to  the  public- 
interests,  and  they  desire  to  record  their  opinion  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  such  amalgamations  and  compel  the  various 
companies  to  carry  out  the  conditions  on  which  many 
of  them  received  bonuses  from  the  municipalities  of  the 
Province. 
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Mo kk   Railways. 

In  '85,  in  view  of  the  proposed  readjustment  of  the 
financial  relations  between  the  Government  and  the 
('.  P,  R..  the  Hon.  John  Carting  was  asked  to  aid  in 
securing,  it*  possible,  for  his  constituents  the  benefits  of 
additional  railway  competition.  Subsequently  a  petition 
was  presented  by  the  citizens  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
which  was  forwarded  to  both  the  city's  representatives 
with  instructions  to  offer  and  obtain  all  the  assistance 
possible  for  the  securing  of  an  extension  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
from  Woodstock  to  London.  The  Board  also  worked 
energetically  for  the  proposed  London  Junction  railway, 
and  latterly  for  the  securing  of  the  M.  C.  R.,  which  was 
accomplished. 

The  Deputy  Minister  of  Inland  Revenue  met  the 
Board    and    arranged   new    grain    inspection    districts. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  sympathizing  with  the 
Montreal  merchants  in  the  difficulties  with  which  they 
had  to  contend  on  account  of  the  serious  smallpox 
epidemic. 

W.  J.  Reid  succeeded  J.  W.  Little  as  President 
in    1887. 

In  1887  an  interest  was  taken  in  the  rapid  progress 
of  the  Western  Fair,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  committees  from  the  City  Council 
and  Horticultural  Society.  After  due  consideration  an 
act  of  incorporation  was  applied  for  and  granted  by  the 
Ontario  Legislature.  Through  the  special  efforts  of  this 
Hoard  the  Exhibition  Grounds  were  moved  from  Rich- 
mond  Street   to  the   Queen's   Park. 

Jno.   Campbell   was    President    in    1888. 

In  January,  1888,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  of 
Education  of  this  city  be  requested  to  provide  better 
instructions  both  in  the  Public  Schools  and  the  Collegiate 
Institute,  in  writing,  bookkeeping,  and  all  other  branches 
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of  a  practical  business  training,  and  particularly  to  es- 
tablish a  commercial  department  in  the  Collegiate 
Institute,  and  to  provide  for  daily  instruction  in  writing 
to  every  scholar  in  all  the  schools.  A  committee  was 
appointed    to    wait    upon   the   Board   of   Education. 

On  February  5th,  1890,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board 
was  held  in  their  new  rooms,  Canadian  Savings  and 
Loan  Company  building,  Richmond  Street,  with  an 
attendance  of  thirty ;  Mr.  T.  Herbert  Marsh,  President, 
being  in  the  chair.  The  Ontario  Government  requested 
answers  to  certain  questions  regarding  tax  exemptions. 
The  Board  favored  taxing  all  church  and  public  property, 
and  were  opposed  to  taxing  personal  property.  Depu- 
tations went  to  Ottawa  re  repairs  to  Port  Stanley  harbor, 
and  to   Toronto   re  London   South   amalgamation. 

The  following  resolution  was  carried  : 
"That  a  recommendation  be  sent  from  this  Board 
to  the  City  Council,  that  before  making  any  new  con- 
tracts for  electric  lighting  or  purchasing  plant  for  same, 
provision  be  made  in  such  contract  with  a  view  to 
putting  all  electric-light  wires  underground,  also  that 
provision  be  made  for  private  service,  combining  the 
arc  system  for  street  lighting  and  incandescent  or  arc 
systems,  as  may  be  preferred,  for  private  use.  In  view 
of  the  improvements  and  developments  in  electric 
lighting,  it  is  recommended  that  the  greatest  care  should 
be  exercised,  and  action  deferred,  if  necessary,  until  the 
best  and    least   expensive   system    is  fully  demonstrated. 

In  May,  1890,  at  the  instance  of  the  railway  com- 
mittee, the  freight  agents  of  the  G.  T.  R.  and  C.  P.  R. 
were  invited  to  meet  the  Board  here  with  regard  to 
certain  irregularities  in  freight  rates.  Assurance  was 
given   that   satisfactory  changes   would  be  made. 

A  very  pleasant  break  in  the  year's  proceedings,  and 
one  in  which  the  members  expressed  much  satisfaction, 
was    the    excursion    tendered    the    Board    by   Mr.   Tait, 
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General   Superintendent  C,  I*.  Ry.,  over  their  new  exten- 
sion   to    the    Detroit    River,    on   August    12th. 

The  By-laws  were  amended  permitting  the  estab- 
lishment   o\'   trade   sections. 

M.  Masuret  succeeded  T.  Herbert  Marsh  as  President 
in    1891. 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  March,  1892, 
shows  that  the  Board  dealt  with  many  important  matters, 
among  which  was  a  scheme  to  advertise  the  city  exten- 
sively throughout  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

Report  of  delegates  to  the  second  congress  of 
Chambers    of   Commerce    was   received. 

Among  the  more  important  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  congress  was,  "  That  a  Commercial  Union  within 
the  British  Empire  on  the  basis  of  freer  trade  would 
tend  to  promote  prominence  and  prosperity  in  the  com- 
mercial relation  of  the  Mother  Country  with  her 
Colonies." 

"  That  any  fiscal  union  by  means  of  preferential 
duties  based  on  protection  would  be  politically  dangerous 
and  economically  disastrous,  and  that  which  more  than 
any  other  would  conduce  to  an  intimate  commercial 
union  would  be  by  our  self-governing  colonies  adopting, 
as  closely  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  non-protective 
policy  of  the  Mother  Country."  "  Boards  of  Conciliation 
for  Labor  Disputes,"  "  Bills  of  Lading  Reform,"  "  Emi- 
gration and  Colonization,"  and  "  Penny  Postage,"  were 
also    specially    dealt    with    by   the    congress. 

Assistance  was  rendered  the  City  Council  in  bringing 
about  a  satisfactory  agreement  of  amalgamation  of 
London    West. 

John  Bland   was  elected  President  in   1893. 

A  very  pleasant  function  of  the  year  was  the 
banquet  tendered  the  C.  P.  R.  on  the  completion  of  their 
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new    passenger    station    here,   which    took    place   on    L3th 
April,    1893. 

Early  in  1894  negotiations  were  entered  into  re- 
garding reciprocal- switching  privileges  for  London.  The 
matter  hung  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  until  1904, 
when  the  Hon.  C.  S.  Hyman,  Minister  of  Public  Works, 
who  was  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Board,  succeeded 
in  getting  the  railways  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  agree- 
ment, the  physical  difficulty  being  overcome  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  belt  line  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city 
connecting   the    two    roads. 

The  Board  took  a  very  active  interest  in  having 
the  Car  Works  Bonus  By-law  carried  at  the  municipal 
elections. 

During  the  years  1895  and  1896  the  Board  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  electrifying  of  the  London  Street 
Railway,  and  strongly  favored  the  introduction  of  radial 
electric  roads,  into  the  city,  for  which  bills  of  incor- 
poration   were   granted. 

The  Ontario  Assessment  Act  was  compared  with  the 
Quebec  Act,  showing  that  the  manufacturer  in  Ontario 
was  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  Quebec.  In 
Ontario  the  tax  is  upon  the  working  capital ;  in  Quebec- 
it  is  7J%  of  the  rental.  A  resolution  was  adopted  as 
follows  :  "  That  whereas  the  assessment  as  applied  to 
personal  property  and  joint  -  stock  companies  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  being  out  of  reasonable  proportion 
to  the  earning  power  of  money,  retarding  development 
of  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  other  important 
interests,  leading  to  centering  an  undue  proportion  of 
these  investments  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  we  recom- 
mend the  support  of  this  Board  to  any  reform  legislation 
granting  such  relief  as  will  establish  legitimate  and 
reasonable   foundation    for   the   investment    of    capital." 

The  President  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Jno.  Bowman,  and 
members  of  the  Council  waited  upon  Sir  Charles  Rivers 
Wilson   on  the  occasion  of   his   visit   to   London. 
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The  success  oi'  the  London  Steamship  Company  in 
carrying  freight  from  Montreal  to  London  and  Cleveland 
was  fully  assured.  Lower  rates  of  freight  were  secured 
for  our  principal  shippers;  in  fact,  demonstrating  that 
London  was  one  of  the  most  important  shipping  centers 
in  the  Dominion.  Owing  to  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
pany, the  city  received  privileges  the  railway  companies 
had    been    very    slow   to   accord. 

Important  postal  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
citizens,    owing    to    the    solicitations    of   the    Board. 

We  also  strongly  endorsed  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  granting  a  subsidy  of  $750,000  for  fast  Atlantic 
steamship    service. 

The  President.  Mr.  John  Bowman,  in  his  retiring 
address  to  the  Board,  referred  to  the  great  issues  before 
the  people,  and  to  the  vast  possibilities  before  our 
country,  the  illimitable  wealth  in  our  forests  untouched, 
great  fertile  areas  undeveloped,  an  incalculable  wealth 
in  the  fisheries  in  our  inland  seas,  whilst  the  great 
treasure  vaults  of  this  country,  with  their  stores  of  iron, 
copper,  silver,  nickel  and  gold,  have  as  yet  been  hardly 
drawn  upon.  With  the  completion  of  the  great  imperial 
highways  over  the  sea  and  the  continent,  and  enlarged 
trade  relations  with  the  United  Empire,  the  country 
should  enter  upon  a  period  of  great  development  and 
prosperity. 

Looking  backward  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  the 
export  trade  of  this  country  had  increased  from 
889.000,000  to  $118,000,000,  or  some  33 J%.  Imports  from 
$100,000,000  to  $123,000,000,  or  13%,  whilst  the  internal 
trade    had    had    an    equal    development. 

The  deposits  in  loan  and  savings  banks  in  1878 
were  $89,000,000.  In  1894  they  had  increased  to 
$270,000,000.  Railroad  mileage  in  1888  was  12,162  miles; 
in    1891,   15,708,    or   about   307   increase. 
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Our  local  loan  companies,  according  to  the  lasl 
report  of  our  Board,  showed  deposits  of  $4,445,000  and 
paid-up  capital  $5,550,000,  which  together  with  the  P.  0. 
Savings  Dept.,  shows  a  total  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
our  savings  and  loan  institutions  of  $10,113,236.  Add 
to  this  the  reserve  fund  of  $1,515,000  and  you  have  a 
grand  total  of  $11,628,236.  The  President  closed  his 
address  with  the  following  words  :  "  Let  us  then  be  loyal 
to  our  city  and  to  Canada,  and  before  the  dawn  of 
another  century  we  will  be  taking  a  proud  position 
among   the   nations   of   the    earth." 

In  November  of  1896  the  Tariff  Commission  met  in 
our  rooms,  and  were  waited  upon  by  the  various  manu- 
facturing and  trade  interests  in  the  city.  Deputations 
from  St.  Thomas  and  surrounding  towns  also  visited  the 
ministers  here,  during  the  sessions  of  the  Commission. 
Full  reports  of  the  proceeding  were  published  in  the 
press  at  the  time,  and  were  of  great  interest  to  the  city. 
The  Board  supported  the  extension  of  the  Lake  Erie 
and  Detroit  River  Ry.  from  St.  Thomas  to  Ridgetown. 
The  Board  also  expressed  its  deep  sense  of  gratitude 
that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  had  been  spared  to  see 
this    auspicious    year   in   her   history. 

A.  B.  Greer  succeeded  Jno.  Bowman  as  President 
in    1897. 

During  1897  many  important  questions  were  con- 
sidered, and  in  the  majority  of  instances  our  recom- 
mendations were  favorably  entertained.  The  Board 
again  urged  upon  the  Government  to  make  the  much- 
needed  repairs  and  improvements  to  the  Port  Stanley 
harbor.  Government  was  again  memorialized  for  insol- 
vency   legislation. 

In  October  of  this  year  the  various  railroads  issued  a 
special  commodities  freight  tariif  for  Toronto  and  Ham- 
ilton, in  which  they  discriminated  against  London.  The 
railway   committee   of  the  Board  took  immediate  action, 
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and  after  uumerous  telegrams  had  passed  between  the 
Committee  and  the  railway  authorities,  London  had  her 
special  tariff,  the  whole  matter  being  settled  within  a 
few    hours. 

An  active  interest  was  taken  in  the  new  sewerage 
system    to  be    inaugurated    in   the  city. 

In  1898  there  appeared  to  be  no  question  of  absorbing 
interest  before  the  Hoard.  With  regard  to  trade  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States  the  following  resolution 
was  transmitted  by  the  Detroit  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  heartily 
in  favor  of  better  trade  relations  with  Canada  and 
believes  that  the  desired  end  can  be  best  accomplished 
by  reference  to  a  joint  commission,  as  contemplated 
by  the  Hitt  resolution  of  Congress."  As  a  commission 
having  similar  objects  in  view  had  been  named  by  the 
powers   interested,    no   action    was    taken   by  the   Board. 

Some  improvements  in  post  office  matters  were 
effected.  The  importance  of  getting  after  industries  for 
London  was  considered,  and  steps  were  taken  towards 
that  end.  The  desirability  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Polytechnic  or  Practical  School  of  Science  was  referred 
to   in   the    President's    annual   address. 

In  1899  Mr.  Jas.  Mattinson  was  elected  to  succeed 
Mr.   A.  B.  Greer  as  President. 

In  December  of  this  year  the  following  resolution 
was   unanimously  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  this  Board  desires  to  record  its  con- 
tinued loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  British  Crown,  and 
views  with  much  favor  the  determination  of  the  Do- 
minion Government  to  promptly  despatch  to  the  seat 
of  war  in  South  Africa  a  second  contingent,  numbering 
upwards    of    1000   men. 

"Farther  resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board 
it    is   the   duty   and    obligation    of    the    Government    of 
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Canada  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Im- 
perial Government,  and  the  bonds  which  hold  the  Empire 
together,  and  that  a  special  session  of  Parliamenl  should 
be  called  without  delay  to  provide  the  necessary  moneys 
for  the  mobilization  and  equipment  in  Canada  of  a  still 
larger  force  of  volunteers  to  do  garrison  duty,  in  the 
place  of  British  regular  troops,  or  perform  such  other 
service  as  may  be  found  most  useful  during  the  present 
crisis,  thereby  giving  expression  to  Canada's  resolution 
to   do   her   share   in    maintaining   the  national   position." 

Delegate  was  appointed  to  the  Fourth  Congress  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the  Empire,  to  be  held  in 
London,  England,  in  June,  1900. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1900  reference  was  made 
to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  country  at  this  time. 
Figures  were  submitted  showing  the  progress  during 
the  last  year.  The  Yukon  produced  $26,000,000  in  gold. 
Our  pulp  mills  were  turning  out  150  tons  per  day. 
Dairy  and  agricultural  products  show  a  steady  increase, 
and  exportations  last  year  were :  cheese,  $20,000,000 ; 
butter,  $5,500,000  ;  and  ham  and  bacon,  $13,000,000.  In 
1892  the  curing  houses  handled  about  5,000  hogs  per 
week,  and  in  1900  about  45,000,  an  increase  of  900°/  in 
less   than   nine   years. 

In  June,  1902,  the  President,  Mr.  C.  B.  Hunt,  and  Mr. 
J.  Mattinson,  as  delegates  from  this  Board,  attended  the 
conference  of  Canadian  Boards  of  Trade  at  Toronto. 
Establishment  of  a  fast  Atlantic  Service,  Preferential 
Trade,  Imperial  Defence,  and  other  matters  were  dealt 
with.  A  strong  imperial  sentiment  pervaded  the  con- 
ference, and  closer  trade  relations  with  Great  Britain  were 
favored. 

A  Clearing  House  was  established  in  London  during 
this  year,  opening  up  business  in  our  rooms.  The  first 
ten  months' transactions  totaled  $33,349,007.     Since  then. 
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as  you    will    see    by   the   statistics  appended,   very  rapid 
progress    has    been   made. 

Mr.  J,   R.  Minhinnick   was  elected   President  in  1903. 

The  Fifth  Congress  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
the  Empire  was  held  in  Montreal  on  August  16th  to 
20th  of  this  year.  The  President  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Carrick 
were  appointed  delegates.  The  delegates  from  the  Con- 
gress visited  London  on  August  26th,  and  were  enter- 
tained by  the  Board  at  a  luncheon  held  in  Springbank 
pavilion.  They  were  delighted  with  their  visit  to 
London,  and  their  trip  through  Canada  was  undoubtedly 
a  great  advertisement  for  this  country  in  Great  Britain. 

The  following  resolution  favoring  the  Chamberlain 
Fiscal   Policy   was   adopted: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  London  Board  of  Trade  is 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  for  closer  com- 
mercial relations  between  England  and  her  colonies. 
That  we  firmly  believe  that  the  granting  of  a  preference 
of  duty  on  food  supplies,  by  England  to  her  colonies, 
would  lead  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  empire  at 
large.  That  it  would  bind  the  colonies  more  firmly  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  free  her  from  her  dependence 
on  her  rivals. 

"  We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  between  England 
and  her  colonies  there  should  be  a  tariff  of  mutual  pref- 
erence on  manufactured  goods,  as  this  would  tend  to 
divert  trade  from  rival  nations,  and  bring  it  within  the 
empire    at    large." 

In  April,  1905,  Mr.  Arthur  W.  White  was  elected 
President.  As  the  President's  address  deals  with  the 
more  important  matters  brought  before  the  Board  during 
this  and  the  year  1906,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
them   here. 

In  this  resume  of  the  Board  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
the  more  important  matters  only  could  be  touched  upon. 
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Enough  has  been  indicated  to  show  thai  the  Board  has 
not  only  taken  an  active  part  in  matters  appertaining 
to  London,  but  has  taken  no  small  part  in  shaping  the 
legislation  of  the  country.  In  local  matters  it  has  pressed 
for  improvement  in  the  fire  department  and  in  the 
waterworks,  and  has  also  been  to  the  fore  in  educational 
matters.  In  this  necessarily  brief  sketch,  many  questions 
dealt  with  during  late  years  are  so  fresh  in  the  public 
mind,  that  for  the  purposes  of  this  sketch  it  was  not 
thought  necessary  to  refer  to  them.  Suffice  it  to  say,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  London, 
situated  as  it  now  is  in  its  commodious  and  bright  new 
home,  never  occupied  a  more  prominent  position  than 
it  does  to-day,  and  under  its  present  officers  its  influence 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  will  undoubtedly 
be    directed    in    the    proper  channel. 
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Sir  John  Carling,  the  only  survivor  of  the  forty-two  men  who  composed 
the  original  Board  of  Trade,  is  not  only  London's  oldest  and  best'tried  public 
man,  but  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  Canadian  Statesmen  of  Ante'Confed' 
eration  days. 

A  native  Canadian  of  English  parentage,  Sir  John  was  born  in  the 
Township  of  London  on  January  23rd,  1828,  and  in  early  youth  came  to  the 
then  village  of  London,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  an  honored  citizen. 

He  first  entered  Parliament  in  1857,  and  has  therefore  been  almost  con- 
tinuously  in  public  life  for  half  a  century.  Sir  John  has  held  portfolios  in  a 
number  of  Cabinets,  and  subsequent  to  Confederation  represented  London  in 
both  the  Dominion  and  Ontario  Houses,  holding  at  the  same  time  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Public  Works  in  the  first  Ontario  Cabinet. 

He  was  created  by  her  late  Majesty  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  June  3rd,  1893.  Sir  John  has  always  been  a 
public'Spirited  citizen,  and  it  is  to  the  efforts  of  such  men  as  himself  that 
London  owes  much  of  its  progress. 

The  Board  of  Trade  is  an  institution  in  which  he  has  long  taken  an  active 
interest,  and  only  recently  the  members  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  an 
interesting  address  from  him.  Sir  John,  though  well  advanced  in  years,  still 
retains  much  of  his  old-time  vigor  of  body  and  mind,  and  is  well  entitled  to 
the  appellation  given  to  him  by  the  citizens  generally,  of  "London's  Grand 
Old  Man." 
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q PRES1DEN  T'S     ADDRESS (\ 

To  the  Members  of  the  London    Board   of  Trade: 

Gentlemen, — In  retiring  from  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent of  this  Board,  which  I  have  occupied  for  1  wo  years, 
it  is  largely  with  a  feeling  of  regret,  and  partly  of  relief 
regret  at  leaving  a  position  that  has  been  a  pleasant 
one  from  the  time  I  took  the  chair,  and  at  giving  up 
the  reins  of  office,  which  position  carries  with  it  a  certain 
amount  of  prestige  and  satisfaction;  and  relief  that 
is  felt  by  a  busy  man  when  relieved  of  an   extra   duty. 

Last  year  at  the  annual  meeting  I  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  meetings  would  be  better  attended,  and  that 
a  greater  interest  would  be  taken  in  the  Board  than 
was  the  case  the  previous  year ;  also  that  the  member- 
ship would  increase  at  least  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
before  the  annual  meeting  of  1907.  This  has  been  largely 
carried  out.  The  attendance  at  the  meetings,  apart  from 
one  or  two,  has  been  very  satisfactory.  There  have  been 
twelve  regular  meetings  held  during  the  year,  the  average 
attendance  at  which  has  been  thirty-two.  Besides  our 
regular  meetings  a  number  of  special  and  committee 
meetings  have  been  held,  at  which  the  attendance  has 
been    very   satisfactory. 

It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 
to  make  our  regular  meetings  interesting  and  instructive. 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Board  some  fifteen  years, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  during  my  first  year  in  office 
that  it  required  more  than  the  reading  of  a  few  com- 
munications, passing  of  accounts  and  a  general  talk  to 
induce  the  members  to  turn  out  to  our  regular  meetings. 
We  had  a  few  special  meetings  during  1905,  which  were 
well  attended  and  were  an  encouragement  to  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Board  towards  getting  other  special 
features  at  the  different  meetings.  This  year  this 
method  was  adopted ;  lectures  were  given,  papers  were 
read   on  topics  of   local  and   Canadian  interest,  and   dis- 
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eussions  took  place  after  the  papers  were  read,  'rinse 
papers  and  discussions  proved  of  great  interest  to  the 
members  of  the  Board,  as  was  shown  by  the  Large  attend- 
ance at  every  meeting  when  such  a  paper  was  given. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  order  to  ensure 
well-attended  meetings  it  is  necessary  to  have  these 
meetings  instructive  and  interesting.  I  would  also 
recommend  that  general  business  brought  before  the 
Board  should  be  condensed.  Now  that  our  membership 
is  getting  large  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  Secretary, 
when  reading  the  minutes,  to  read  over  the  names  of 
those  who  were  present  at  previous  meetings,  and 
arguments  on  any  questions  to  any  length.  Condense  the 
business — hold  our  meetings  in  a  businesslike  manner. 
Appoint  committees  and  refer  matters  coming  up  to 
these  committees  or  the  council,  to  report  back  at  next 
meeting,  as  it  is  impossible  for  members  of  the  Board 
to  discuss  subjects  that  come  up  from  time  to  time  at 
the  meetings  without  having  a  chance  to  study  and 
look   into   them. 

The  membership  has  increased  to  almost  the  number 
asked  for,  now  being  one  hundred  and  forty  odd,  and 
there  is  no  reason,  in  a  city  like  this,  why  we  should 
not  have  a  membership  of  five  hundred  in  our  Board 
of  Trade;  and  I  think  that  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  before 
the  next  annual  meeting  we  will  have  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  a   membership. 

I  hope  that  our  meetings  during  the  next  year  will 
be  even  better  attended  and  of  more  interest  to  the 
members  than  they  have  been,  and  that  the  members 
will  show  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  officers 
of  the  Board  by  attendance.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of 
habit.  Come  to  two  or  three  meetings  and  I  will  guar- 
antee that  you  will  continue  to  be  a  regular  attendant. 
Stay  away  from  two  or  three  meetings  and  you  get 
careless  and  indifferent  and  out  of  touch  with  the  matters 
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thai  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  Hoard,  and  consequently 
lose  all  interest.  Apart  from  the  regular  meetings,  the 
committee  meetings  can  be  made  interesting,  and  the 
members  of  these  committees  will  find  lots  to  do  if  they 
w  ill  attend  and  take  an  interest  in  the  matters  brought 
up  and  sec  thai  they  are  put  in  proper  shape  to  present 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  so  they  can  be 
acted  on   in  an  intelligent  and  businesslike  manner. 

I  have  endeavored,  since  occupying  this  chair,  to 
Increase  the  prestige  of  the  Board  and  the  influence  it 
should  have  on  the  different  civic  bodies.  It  is  to  be 
deplored  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  feeling — we 
cannot  call  it  jealousy,  perhaps  it  is  indifference — between 
the  City  Council  and  the  Board  of  Trade  in  matters  that 
the  Board  takes  up  and  recommends  to  the  City  Council. 
There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  among  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  that  we  interfere  in  what  is  their 
business.  I  cannot  understand  why  this  should  be.  One 
alderman  last  week  stated  that  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  not  elected  by  the  citizens ;  the 
City  Council  was  elected  to  do  the  city's  business,  and 
the  Board  of  Trade  should  mind  its  own  business.  A 
glance  over  the  list  of  the  membership  of  this  Board 
will  show  that  it  is  composed  entirely  of  business  men 
of  the  city  who  pay  an  annual  fee  into  the  Board  and 
get  nothing  in  return.  Surely  it  is  in  the  province  of 
such  a  Board  to  advise  with  the  City  Council  and  the 
different  civic  bodies  on  matters  that  might  come  up 
for  discussion  that  are  of  public  interest  to  the  city. 
The  position  of  the  Board,  of  course,  is  largely  advisory. 
We  have  no  spending  committees  ;  and  again,  I  say,  it 
is  to  be  deplored  that  a  better  feeling  does  not  exist 
between  this  Board  and  our  city  government.  This,  I 
hope,  will  be  largely  obviated  during  the  next  year. 
With  a  member  of  the  City  Council  as  President,  these 
matters  should  be  adjusted,  and  different  civic  bodies 
made  to  work  in  harmony  with  the   Board  of  Trade. 
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There  has  been  considerable  talk  of  establishing  a 
civic  league.  This  is  a  good  idea;  hut  why  nol  embody 
it  in  the  Board  of  Trade?  We  have  the  rooms,  ma- 
chinery, and  all  that  is  necessary  to  run  such  an  organi- 
zation, and  I  would  suggest  that  an  industrial  committee 
be  appointed  from  this  Board.  The  duties  of  such  a 
committee  would  be  to  look  out  for  manufacturers  from 
other  places  who  are  contemplating  changes,  to  advise 
with  the  manufacturers'  committee  of  the  City  Council 
and  other  committees,  and  all  work  toward  one  end  "  for 
the  benefit    of   London." 

In  this  address  I  would  like  to  speak  for  a  few 
minutes  of  our  Province  of  Ontario.  It  is  in  the  province 
of  this  Board  of  Trade,  and  all  similar  bodies,  to  deal 
with  matters  bearing  on  the  welfare  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario.  We  are  losing  a  large  number 
of  our  best  young  men  to  our  western  provinces.  This 
should  not  be.  The  call  of  the  west  is  heard  in  our 
Province  as  well  as  throughout  the  American  continent, 
and,  in  fact,  across  the  ocean  ;  voluminous  advertising, 
the  success  of  some  of  the  men  who  go  there  (we  do 
not  hear  of  the  failures),  all  tend  toward  making  our 
young  men  dissatisfied  with  their  present  situation.  But, 
gentlemen,  we  have  in  our  Province  of  Ontario  the 
garden  of  America.  We  have  the  best  climate  one  could 
wish,  railway  facilities,  postal  facilities,  educational  facil- 
ities— in  fact,  everything  that  goes  toward  making  life 
worth  living.  We  have  the  richest  province  in  the 
west.  The  dairying  of  the  western  part  of  the  Province 
has  gone  ahead  rapidly.  I  doubt  if  there  is  another 
section  in  the  whole  of  the  northern  continent  where 
dairying  is  so  universal  and  successfully  carried  on  as 
in  the  western  part  of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  Our 
large  grain  farms,  large  stock  farms — in  fact,  every  agri- 
cultural pursuit — are  prospering.  It  has  been  contended 
that  a  young  man  with  one  hundred  acres,  or  even  fifty 
acres,  of   good   land   in   Ontario  is  much  better  off   than 
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it'  he  went  to  the  west  and  took  up  half  a  section  clear — 
that  is.  if  one  valued  the  comforts  and  the  advantages 
obtainable    in    a    settled    district     like    the    Province    of 

Ontario. 

Look  tor  a  moment  at  the  northern  part  of  our 
Province.  Professor  Coleman,  at  the  Canadian  Club 
dinner  a  few  days  ago,  stated  that  the  Cobalt  was  the 
richest  silver  camp  in  the  world,  and  it  is  just  started. 
The  possibilities  of  this  northern  part  of  Ontario  are 
unlimited. 

Further  north  than  Cobalt  is  a  new  field  that  prom- 
ises well  as  a  gold  camp — Larder  Lake  district.  The 
stampede  this  spring  has  already  started,  and  gold  veins 
are  cropping  up  in  every  part  of  that  section.  Talking 
the  other  day  with  a  gentleman  who  had  spent  some 
time  in  this  district,  and  who  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  geological  formation  of  the  country,  he  stated  that 
the  prospects  for  a  successful  gold  camp  around  Larder 
Lake  were  altogether  brighter  than  the  prospects  for 
a    silver   camp   in    Cobalt    were   three   years    ago. 

These  many  advantages  of  our  Province  should  be 
placed  before  our  young  men.  Let  the  Boards  of  Trade 
of  the  Province  take  it  up.  Urge  the  Government  to 
get  out  literature  that  would  place  these  matters  before 
the  young  men  of  our  country,  and  show  them  what 
we  have  at  home.  Educate  them  that  Ontario  is  not 
only  the  dairying  headquarters  and  mining  headquarters 
of  Canada,  but  that  it  is  also  the  natural  manufacturing 
headquarters  for  the  whole  of  the  Dominion.  All  goods 
can  be  manufactured  here  and  shipped  to  the  west  much 
cheaper  than  the  raw  material  can  be  shipped  and  manu- 
factured there.  We  are  nearer  the  coal,  nearer  the 
supplies,  better  labor  market,  better  climate,  shorter 
winters,  and  in  every  way  in  a  position  to  manufacture 
for  our  great  Northwest.  Our  American  friends  at  the 
-outh  of  us  are  finding  this  out;  some  have  come,  others 
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are  coming,  others  are  thinking  about  it.  American 
manufacturers  are  awakening  to  the  fact  thai  iliis 
is  Canada's  century,  and  our  policy  should  be  to  induce 
manufacturers  to  come  over  here  to  manufacture  for 
the  Canadian  market,  rather  than  give  them  induce- 
ments to  manufacture  at  home  and  ship  in  their  products. 
As  I  said  before,  Ontario  is  the  natural  manufacturing 
headquarters  for  the  whole  of  Canada.  Let  us  boost 
Ontario. 

This  is  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  inauguration 
of  our  London  Board  of  Trade.  The  Secretary  has  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the  Board 
during  the  last  fifty  years,  which  I  am  sure  will  be 
listened  to  with  great  interest.  I  have  glanced  casually 
through  this  report,  and  think  the  Secretary  is  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  this  Board  for  the  duty  he  has  under- 
taken. It  has  necessitated  a  great  amount  of  work 
and  research  to  get  the  facts  together  as  he  has  them. 
However,  you  will  hear  from  him  later  and  judge  for 
yourselves. 

I  feel  very  much  gratified  at  the  showing  the  Board 
has  made  during  the  last  two  years.  We  started  with 
a  membership  of  about  forty  and  approximately  no 
funds.  To-day  we  have  a  membership  of  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  balance  of  about  $1,500.00  to 
the  good,  counting  dues  for  next  year,  which  are  now 
payable.  This  is  apart  from  the  furniture  and  fur- 
nishings of  our  new  rooms. 

Speaking  of  our  new  rooms,  I  wish  to  repeat  here 
what  I  said  at  the  opening  of  them.  We  have  accom- 
modation here  for  meetings  of  every  industry.  These 
rooms  belong  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  Let  the  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  use  them.  Some  of  you  may 
belong  to  an  organization  which  intends  holding  a  con- 
vention. Have  it  come  to  London  ;  meet  in  these  rooms ; 
meet    your   friends    here;    make   business    engagements 
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here.  Manufacturers  and  business  men  in  outlying 
districts  should  find  these  rooms  a  great  convenience, 
especially  when  making  business  engagements  with 
people  outside  of  the  city.  It  should  be  much  more  con- 
venient to  meet  a  business  man  here  than  it  would  be 
to  meet  him  at  an  hotel  or  have  him  come  out  to  the 
place  of  business  ;  and  I  repeat,  use  the  accommodation 
that    has    been    furnished    for    you. 

In  retiring,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies  you  have  extended  to  me  as  your  President  during 
the  last  two  years.  I  bespeak  the  same  courtesy  for 
my  successor  in  office.  Encourage  him  by  your  attendance 
at  the  meetings.  Make  our  regular  meetings  instructive 
and  interesting.  If  you  do  this  I  prophesy  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  fulfilling  what  I  said  at  the  outset, 
that  the  membership  of  our  Board  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  1908  will  reach  the  figure  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  ARTHUR  W.  WHITE, 

London,  April,  1907.  President. 


View   in   Victoria   Park 


P.   C.  Barnard,  Secretary   1859-60  Thos.  Churcher,  Secretary   1861-79 

J.  C.  Macklin,  Secretary   1857-58 
John  Overell,  Secretary   1880  J.   A.   Nelles,  Secretary   1881-1907 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENT    FOR    YEAR    1906 


April.  1906. 
1907. 


Receipts 

Cash  on  band 

Members'  fees  1905 

"      1906 

11      1907 

Interest  from  bank 


264.05 

42.50 

870.00 

400.00 

8.12 


$1584.67 


Disbursements 

Canadian  Savings  &  Loan  Co.,  rent  -         -         -     $  236.10 

London  &  Western  Trusts  Co.,     -  19.45 

Advertising,  printing,  postage,   etc.    -         -         -  150.19 

Electric  light,  water  rates  and  janitor        -         -  63.51 

Telephone  &  telegrams          -         -         -         -         -  41.20 

Expenses  of  banquet,  deputations,  etc.       -         -  419.51 
Repairing   furniture,    removing  to  new  rooms, 

signs,  rug,  blinds,  etc    -----  71.89 

Insurance  premium      -         -         -         -         -         -  8.10 

Secretary's  salary           ------  100.00 

Balance  on  hand  -------  474.72 

$1584.67 

Assets 

Cash  on  hand        -         -         -         -         -                  -  474.72 

Members'  fees,  1905,  unpaid          -  10.00 

"      1906,         «---.-  70.00 

"      1907,         ------  880.00 

Board  Room  Furniture         -.----  400.00 

$1834.72 


During  the  year  there  were  nine  meetings  of  the  Board, 
five  council  meetings,  and  ten  special  committee  meet- 
ings. Average  attendance  at  Board  meetings,  twenty- 
four,  and  at  council  meetings,  seven.  Membership  in- 
creased forty  per  cent. 

J.  A.  Nelles,  Sec.-Treas. 
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The  Jubilee,  or  half -century,  contrast  between 
London's  postal  service  of  the  year  1857  and  the  year 
1907  is  both  interesting  and  significant.  In  1857  the 
London  post  office  staff  consisted  of  seven  persons,  as 
follows:  L.  Lawless,  postmaster;  R.  Spence,  ass't  post- 
master ;  R.  J.  C.  Dawson,  clerk ;  J.  Maitland,  clerk ; 
J.  Gordon,  clerk;  R.  D.  Campbell,  clerk;  H.  C.  Macartney, 
clerk.  The  P.  O.  Inspector  of  that  date  was  Mr.  Gilbert 
Griffin. 

The  Postmaster-General  of  that  date,  Robert  Spence, 
reports  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  sections  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  lying  between  Brockville  and 
Toronto  became  available  for  mail  transport  in  October, 
1856,  and  thus,  by  uniting  at  Toronto  with  the  Great 
Western,  completed  the  postal  communication  by  railway 
between  Quebec  in  the  east  and  Windsor  in  the  extreme 
west.  He  goes  on  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
acceleration  of  the  mails  was  carried  by  comparing  the 
winter  services  between  Quebec  and  the  leading  points 
in  the  west  for  the  years  1853  and  1857.  Among  the 
places  compared  is  London.  In  1853  it  took  nine  days 
for  a  letter  to  pass  from  Quebec  to  London  in  winter. 
A  letter  posted  in  Quebec  city  can  now  reach  London, 
Ontario,    in   a   little    over  twenty   hours. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  recall  the  rates  of  postage 
in  force  fifty  years  ago,  namely  : — Inland  :  letters,  3d.  per 
half-ounce,  currency;  newspapers  published  in  Canada, 
addressed  to  any  place  in  British  North  America,  free 
of  postage.  To  Great  Britain:  letters,  7hd.  currency: 
newspapers  (via  United  States),  one  penny  each;  via 
Canadian  line  of  steamers,  free.  To-day  a  letter  can 
be  sent  to  any  part  of  Canada,  the  United  States,  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  almost  any  part  of  the  British 
Empire,    for    two    cents. 

The  Jubilee  year  of  the  London  Board  of  Trade 
marks  an   enormous   stride  in  London  post  office  within 
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the  fifty  years  since  1S57.  Instead  of  a  staff  of  seven, 
a  staff  is  now  required  of  not  fewer  than  eighty  persons 
to  conduct  the  very  large  business  of  the  office.  Mails 
are  constantly  being  received  and  despatched  by  night 
as  well  as  by  day.  In  connection  with  the  letter  carriers' 
department,  London  is  divided  into  27  routes.  Every 
house  in  the  city  gets  its  mail  delivered  to  the  door 
twice  every  day.  and  the  business  center  of  the  city 
three  or  four  times  daily.  There  are  in  London  five  sub- 
post  offices  under  the  control  of  the  central  office.  Out 
of  11,000  post  offices  in  the  Dominion,  London  stands 
in  the  proud  position  of  being  sixth  on  the  list  in  revenue 
importance  and  amount  of  mail  matter  handled.  London 
post  office  is  more  than  a  merely  local  office.  As  the 
capital  of  Western  Ontario,  it  is  an  important  forwarding 
center,  and  it  is  the  distributing  center  for  stamps,  postal 
notes,  and  mail  keys,  throughout  a  very  large  geograph- 
ical  district. 

Important  improvements  and  enlargements  have 
been  made  in  the  London  post  office  within  a  year  or 
two,  so  that  now  the  office,  with  its  long  public  lobby 
finished  in  quartered  oak,  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
handsomest  in  the  Dominion.  An  electrical  stamping 
machine  is  about  to  be  installed,  which  will  add  greatly 
to  the  facilities.  How  cosmopolitan  a  city  London  has 
become  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  mail  matter  is  con- 
stantly being  sent  to,  and  received  from,  every  part  of 
the   habitable   globe. 
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The  first  railway  to  reach  London  was  the  Greal 
Western,  built  from  Suspension  Bridge  to 
London    in  1X5:5 

Extended   to  Windsor   in  1 85  I 

And  from  London  to  Sarnia  in  L858 

The    Grand  Trunk   from  St  Mary's  to  London,  in       1858 
The    London    &    Port    Stanley    (now    operated    by 

the  Pere  Marquette)   was    built  in  1856 

The    London,  Huron    &    Bruce    (now    operated    by 

the  Grand   Trunk)    was   built   in  1876 

The    Great    Western,    taken    over   by    the    Grand 

Trunk   in  1882 

The  Michigan  Central  extended  to  London  in  1887 

The    Canadian    Pacific's    first    train    arrived    from 

the  east  on  May  30th,  1887 

And    the  line    completed    through    to   the    Detroit 

River  in  1890 

London  has  now  four  great  systems,  namely,  The 
Grand  Trunk,  Canadian  Pacific,  Michigan  Central  and 
Pere  Marquette,  all  doing  a  large  through  traffic  as 
well  as  a  local  business,  as  indicated  by  the  following 
statement  of  freight  shipped  in  and  out  of  London. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  TONS  OF    FREIGHT    RECEIVED    AND   FOR- 
WARDED AT  LONDON  DURING  1905  AND  1906. 
FORWARDED  RECEIVED 


KIND 

For    Year 
1905 

For    Year 
1906 

Kind 

For    Year 
1905 

For    Year 
1906 

Lumber 

5,426 

5,333 

Lumber 

56,183 

62,923 

Live  Stock 

7,005 

4,952 

Live   Stock 

11,926 

9,364 

Flour 

5,446 

6,215 

Flour 

5,928 

5,737 

Grain 

2,091 

2,720 

Grain 

26,807 

32,601 

Hides 

Machinery 

Ale 

Stoves  and  iron 

Miscellaneous 

2,258 

7,463 

15,985 

14,431 

185,657 

3,033 

8,902 

16,850 

18,243 

221,420 

Coal,  Bituminous 

Anthracite 
Fruit 
Machinery 
Iron 
Miscellaneous 

Total, 

204,562 

46,430 

5,065 

5,756 

24,058 
146,505 

230,320 

50,310 

5,729 

6,657 

27,221 

159,237 

Total, 

245,762 

287,668 

533,220 

592,099 

Total  number  of   passenger  trains  arriving  and  departing  from    London  daily 

69.     Total  yearly,  21,010. 
Total  number  of  freight    trains    arriving    and    departing    from    London    daily 

182.     Total  yearly,  54,600. 
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Debentures   Issued  or  Assumed   by   the  City  of  London    and 

Current  at  Date  of  December  31st,  1906,  Exclusive  of  Local 

Improvement  Debentures. 

Debentures   consolidated    by    "The    City    of   London   Act.    L906H: 

1883     Waterworks   &  General    Purposes.  .$    175,000.00 

1887     London  &  Southeastern  R.R.  Advance  75,()()0.0() 

W.  O.  P.  R.  Bonus 40,000.00 

1891     Consolidation,   1891 1,380,000.00 

W.  O.  P.  R.    Divisional   Shops 25,000.00 

1893  L.  &  P.  S.  R.  Bonds 40,000.00 

1894  G.  T.  R.  Car   Shops  Bonus 50,000.00 

1895  Waterworks 100,000.00 

1896  Western   Fair 25,000.00 

Waterworks 20,000.00 

L.  &  P.  S.  R.  Bridges  &  Terminals . .  85,000.00 

Sewerage  Works 150,000.00 

1897  Waterworks 25,000.00 

1898  Hospital  Construction 70,000.00 

London  West  &  Waterworks  $56,000, 

less  $15,000    unsold 41,000.00 

London  West 10,000.00 

London  West 5,000.00 

1899  Waterworks 55,000.00 

Hospital 10,000.00 

1902  Waterworks   34,000.00 

1903  Waterworks 10,000.00 

Fire  Department 15,000.00 

Hospital 25,000.00 

1905     Waterworks 9,000.00 

London  West  Breakwater 15,000.00 

$2,489,000.00 
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Debentures  consolidated,  L906  (for  d) $2,489,000.00 

Other   Debentures  not    included  in  consolidation: 

1892  Public  Schools $  28,000.00 

20,000.00 

6,300.00 

17,300.00 

-$      71,000.00 


1896 

do. 

1898 

do. 

nun 

do. 

1892  Collegiate  Institute $  22,000.00 

1895  do.  2,000.00 

1898  do.  8.000.00 


1894  Five    Library 20.000.00 

1895  do.  5.000.00 

1901  do.  4,000.00 


$      32,000.00 


$      29,000.00 

Balanceof  L.  West  irregular  series  as- 
sumed, payable  by  annual  instalments 
out    of    the  general   rates  $        8  254.56 

~$    140,854.56 
Total  as  at  December  31st,  1905 $2,629,854.50 

Less  paid  in   1906  : — 

Consolidated  Debentures,  1891 $170,000.00 

Debenture  of  L.  West  irregular  series  270.33 

$    170,270.33 

$2,459,584.23 

Add   1900  issues:— 

Waterworks $  11,000.00 

L  W.  Breakwater 6,000.00 

Public  Schools 10,000.00 

Local  improvement  renewal  deben- 
tures    issued    under    "The  City    of 

London    Act,  1906" 21,183.71 

$      48,183.71 


Total  as  at  December  31st,  1906 $2,507,767.94 

NOTE: — In  1906,  $10,000  of  London  West  debentures  matured 
and  were  replaced  by  a  like  amount  of  L.  W.  &  W.  W. 
debentures,    1898    issue,   held    unsold    for   this   purpose. 

Against  the  above  total  of  debenture  indebtedness  there 
were,  at  December  31st.  1906,  sinking  fund  accumulations 
to  the  amount  of  about  $271,000.00,  leaving  about  $2,237,000.00 
as    the   net   general    debt  of   the   city. 


Buildings  Erected  in   London   During    1905  and    1006. 


CLASS 

1 !)().-, 

L906 

s  38,  ,<>i> 
261,965 
196,680 

1235,000 
750,000 

•215,000 

Totals, 

1497,145 

$1,  -200,000 

Statement  Showing  Number  of  Employees  in  Manu- 
facturing and  Other  Businesses,  and  Total  Horse- 
power Used  in  the  City. 

187     Factories  employ 8,833 

57     Wholesale  houses 705 

5     Steam  railways 1,000 

4     Cartage   companies 62 

4     Express  companies 69 

2     Telegraph    companies 34 

2  Electric   railways 226 

14     Chartered  banks 140 

8     Loan  companies 74 

3  Breweries  and  maltsters 165 

21     Printers   and    lithographers 535 

25     Coal  and  wood  yards 143 

London  post   office 161 

Customs,  Inland  Revenues,  and  Weights  and 

Measures 38 

Total 12,245 

Retail    stores,    hotels,    schools,  municipal    and    small 
office  employees,  not  included  in  the  above. 

Total  horse-power  used 10,103 
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q         FIRE    DEPARTMENT       1857       1907        (j 

In  1857  there  was  a  volunteer  force  of  three  hun- 
dred men,  divided  into  six  companies,  using  hand 
engines,   buckets,    and    hooks   and    ladders. 

The  first  steam  fire  engine  was  purchased  in  1  <S(J7. 
The  department  was  then  reorganized  into  three  com- 
panies, The  Phoenix  (hand),  Forest  City  (steam),  and 
the    hook   and  ladder   companies. 

In  the  year  1873  the  brigade  was  made  into  a 
partially  paid  department,  with  a  force  of  fifteen 
men. 

During  1878  the  present  waterworks  system  was 
established.  Up  to  this  time  underground  tanks  for 
water  supply  had  to  be  depended  upon.  Fire  engines 
were  disposed  of,  and  hydrants  used  exclusively,  the 
fire    pressure   being   80   lbs. 

In  1875  the  electric  fire  -  alarm  system  was  in- 
stalled. 

The  Department,  as  it  stands  to-day,  is  in  most 
excellent  condition,  and  ready  at  all  times  to  render 
most   efficient    service. 

Equipment — 1907 

Total   manual   force,    30. 

One  steam  fire  engine,  one  double  sixty  -  gallon 
chemical  steam  fire  engine,  two  combination  chemical 
and  hose  wagons,  two  forty-gallon  chemical  tanks,  one 
city  truck,  six  five-gallon  chemical  extinguishers,  six 
three-gallon  chemical  extinguishers,  eight  thousand  feet 
of   two   and   a   half   inch   hose. 

66  Street  fire-alarm   boxes. 

1  Complete   telephone-alarm    system. 

516  Street     hydrants. 

30  Private  hydrants. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  Department  for  the 
year  amounted  to  $26,392.96.  Of  this  amount  $20,032.02 
was  for   salaries,  and   $6,360.94   for   new   apparatus,  etc. 
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MEMBERS    OF    LONDON    BOARD    OF    TRADE 


Iilv    Is 


liM)" 


\  \M1'. 

\llen.  W.  C. 
\rkell.  K. 
Ashton.  H.  E. 
Ishplant,  H. 

Bryan,  Thos. 

Beck.  Hon.  Adam 

Brodrick,  P.  W.  D. 
Beddome,  A.  H. 
Blandford,  R. 

Buttrev,  H.  E. 
Helton.  Geo.  H. 
Blackburn,  A.  s. 
Baker,  Thos. 
Becher,  H.  C. 
Bole,  F.  H. 
Blashill.  A.  E. 
Buchner,  U.  A. 
Beard,  C.  B. 
Boughner,  W.  F. 
Brown,  Geo.  T. 
Buchanan,  Wm. 
Rartiani.  W.,  Jr. 
Berube,  A.  F. 
Burns,  R.  M. 
Harbour.  A.  E. 
Brener,  A.  B. 
Brickenden,  Geo.  F. 
Back,  J.  H. 

Carling,  Sir  John 
Chapman,  J-  H. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 

Cottam,  .1.  A. 
Coles,  F.  W. 
Campbell,  B.  X. 
Croden,  Jno  A. 
Coleman,  Geo.  E. 
Chapman,  C.  B. 
Cowan,  Chas. 
Cook,  J.  P. 
Crabb,  F.  H. 
Coates,  R. 
Callaghan,  J.  J. 
Campbell,  J  Kent 
Coles,  Wm.  G. 
Cronyn,  H. 

Dillon,  J.  M. 
Daly,  Jno.  M. 
Darch,  F.  J. 
Dennis,  E.  R. 
Dooley,  James 
Deeley,  Thos. 
Dyer,  J.  J. 

Elliott,  Angus 
Escott,  T.  B. 

Ferguson,  D. 
Farneombe,  F,  W. 
Firstbrook,  Jos. 
Ferguson,  Jno. 

Gartshore,  Lt.-Col.  Wm. 
Greer,  A.  B. 
Gerrard,  Geo.  B. 
Graham.  C.  M.  R. 
Gammage,  W.  W. 
Gibbons,  Geo.  C. 
Gray,  -lames 


Fikm. 

Western  Nail  Company 

Imperial  Bank 

London  Ptg.  &  Litho.  Co. 


United  Factories,  Ltd. 

Molsons  Bank 
Hank  of  Montreal 
James  Wright  &  Co. 
John  Marshall  &  Co. 

Free  Press  Ptg.  Co.,  Ltd. 
Dyment-Baker  Lumber  Co. 

National  Drug  Co. 
London  Fence  Machine  Co. 
Buchner  &  Gums 
Bell  Telephone  Co. 


Folinsbee,  Bartram  &  McColl 

Dominion  Express  Co. 

Catholic  Record 

The  London  Crockery  Co. 

Brener  Bros. 

Brickenden,  McCrimmon  &  Nelson 


Carling  Brewing  &  M.  Co. 

John  Campbell  &  Son 

Globe  Casket  Co. 
Monarch  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
Heintzman  &  Co. 

The  Charles  Chapman  Co. 

Cook,  FitzGerald  Co.,  Ltd., 
F.  H.  Crabb  Mfg.  Co.     , 
Coates,  Burns  &  Wanless 
Nordheimer  Piano  Co. 
D.  Campbell  &  Sons 

Huron  &  Erie  L.  &  S.  Co. 

A.  M.  Smith  &  Co. 

Darch  &  Hunter  Seed  Co  ,  Ltd. 
Dennis  W  &  I.  Wks.  Co.,  Ltd. 
Tuckett  Cigar  Co. 
Lon.  Pant,  Overall  &  Shirt  Co. 
Stirton  &  Dyer 

North  American  Life  Assn.  Co. 
T.  B.  Escott  &  Co. 

Ferguson  Lumber  Co. 
McBride  &  Farneombe 
Havana  Cigar  Co. 
John  Ferguson  &  Sons 

McClary   Mfg.   Co. 

Bank  of  British  North  America 
Graham  Bros. 
J.  Gammage  &  Sons 
Gibbons,  Harper  &  Gibbons 
Gray  A-  Parker 


Hi  'SIM   ss. 

Manager 
do. 

do. 
Boots  &  Shoes 

Brushes,  Etc. 
Box  Factory 
Manager 

do. 
Wholesale  Hardware 
Wholesale  Hats,  Caps,  Furs 
Planing  Mill,  etc. 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
Mfrs.  Sash,  Doors,  etc. 
Stock  Broker 
Manager 

do. 
Barristers,  Solicitors,  etc. 
Local  Manager 
Men's  Furnishings 
Insurance  Agent 
Coal  &  Wood,  etc. 
Barristers 
Agent. 
Manager 

Crockery,  Glassware,  etc. 
Cigar  Manufacturers 
Wholesale  Dry  Goods 
Photo  Supplies 

President 
Dry  Goods 

Carriage  Manufacturers 
Cottam  Bird  Seed 
Undertakers'  Supplies 
Managing  Director 
Manager. 
Tailor 

Bookbinders 
Flour  &  Feed,  etc. 
Mfrs.  Boots  &  Shoes 
Manager 

Wholesale  Boots  &  Shoes 
Manager 
Insurance 
Broker 
Manager 

Wholesale  Grocers 

Coal  &  Wood,  etc. 

President 

Managing  Director 

Manager 

Manager 

Cigar  Manufacturers 

District  Manager 
Wholesale  Grocers 

Manager 

Architects,  Civil  Engineers 

Proprietor 

Furniture  Manufacturers 

Stoves,  Enamelware,  etc. 

Carriage  Manufacturer 

Manager 

Men's  Furnishings 

Florists 

Barristers 

Dry  Goods 


London     Board     of    Trade 


Gunn,  (ieo  C. 
Gillies,  D.  H. 
Gillespie,  W.  B. 

Gillean.  Thos. 
Glass,  S.  F. 
Gerry,  Win. 
Gates,  H.  E. 
Gunther,  A. 
Garvey,  John 

Hunt,  C.  B. 
Hunt,  J.  I.  A. 
Hobbs,  T.  S. 
Hyman,  C.  S.  (Hon.) 
Hale,  Jeffrey 
Heanian  Wm. 
Howden.  D.  H. 
Hole,  B.  V. 
Hastings,  T.  W. 
Heal,  C.  P. 
Hay  man,  Wm. 
Hill,  W.  J. 

Jarmain,  W.  R. 
Jeffery,  Wm. 
Jarvis,  Dr.  R.  D. 

Kerrigan,  Fred 
Kara,  F.  E. 
Kerrigan,  Jas.  E. 
King,  C.  B. 
Knott,  Thos.  C. 

Labatt,  John 
Little,  J.  W.,  Lt.-Col. 
Leonard,  C.  W. 
Leonard,  F.  E. 
Lawson,  Frank 
Langford,  A.  A. 
Lang  H.  P. 
Leitch,  M.  L. 

Manning,  W.  N. 
Masuret.  E   J. 
Moore,  Jno.  M. 
Mills,  Nathaniel 
Mitchell.  F.  G. 
Miller,  Geo.  W. 
Manning,  Chas.  M. 
Morrison,  Angus 
McClary,  John 
McCormick  Geo. 
McMahen,  A.  T. 
McKillop,  J.  B. 
McGuire,  C.  W. 
McBride,  H.  C. 
McEvoy,  J.  M. 
Macpherson,  A.,  Jr. 

Noble,  Benj. 
Nolan,  J.  F. 

Oldham,  A.  M. 

Perrin,  D.  S. 
Pringle,  John 
Pocock,  P. 
Peters,  Albert  G. 
Purdom,  A.  H. 

Reid,  W.  J. 
Rumball,  F.  G. 
Richmond,  J.  L. 
Rechnitzer,  E. 
Rossie,  M.  W. 
Reason,  H.  T. 
Reeve,  V. 


G    M.  (iunii  &  Son 

The  Purdom-Gillespie  Hdw.  Co. 

Confederation  Life  Assn.  Co. 

Canada  I  die  Assn.  Co. 
A.  Gunther  &  Co. 

London  Electric  Co.,  Ltd. 
Hunt  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Millers 
Hobbs  Hdw.  Co.,  Ltd. 

C.  S.  Hyman  &  Co. 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
Wm.  Heaman  &  Son 

D.  H.  Howden  &  Co. 
Forest  City  Paving  Co. 

T.  W.  Hastings  Cap  Mfg.  Co. 
C.  P.  Heal  <Sc  Co. 

Sovereign  Bank  of  Canada 

Forest  City  Laundry 


Lind,  Kerrigan  &  Co. 
Sovereign  Bank  of  Canada 
Murray  Shoe  Co.,  Ltd. 
London  Street  Railway 


Robinson,  Little  &  Co. 
E.  Leonard  &  Sons 


Lawson  &  Jones 

The  A.  A.  Langford  Co. 


Ltd. 


Empire  Accident  &  Surety  Co. 

The  Sherlock-Manning  Organ  Co. 
M.  Masuret  &  Co. 
Moore  &  Henry 

Dom,  Savings  &  Investment  Soc. 
London  Engine  Supplies  Co.,  Ltd. 
Miller  Advertising  Agency 
Bank  of  Nova  Scotia 
Canadian  Oil  Co.,  Ltd. 
McClary  Mfg  Co.,  Stoves,  etc. 
McCormick  Mfg.  Co., Biscuits,  etc. 
McMahen,  Granger  &  Co. 
McKillop  &  Murphy 
Queen  City  Oil  Co.,  Ltd. 
McBride  &  Farncombe 

Elliott,  Marr  &  Co. 

Smith  Bros.  &  Co. 
McLeod,  Nolan  &  Co. 

Ogilvie  Milling  Co. 

D.  S.  Perrin  &  Co. 

Bank  of  Toronto 

London  Shoe  Co.,  Ltd. 

George  Peters 

The  Purdom-Gillespie  Hdw.  Co. 

W.  J.  Reid  &  Co. 

Columbia  Handle  &  Lumber  Co. 

Bell  Telephone  Co. 

Canadian  Packing  Co. 

Advertiser 

H.  T.  Reason  &  Co. 

Manufacturers'  Life  Ins.  Co. 


General  Insurance  Ag< 
Coal  a  Wood,  etc 
\  Lee  President 
Jeweller 

District  Manager 
Planing  Mill 
Agent 

Wholesale  lints 
\\  holesale  Grocer 

Manager 

\  Lee  President 

President 

Tanners 

Manager 

Coal  &■  Wood,  etc. 

Hardware   (Wholesale) 

Manager 

Manager 

Printers 

Contractor 

Manager  London  E.  Branch 

Manager 
Contractor 

Dentist 

Wholesale  Grocers 

Manager 

Manager 

Manager 

Real  Estate 

Brewer  &  Maltster 
Wholesale  Dry  Goods 
Engine  Builders,  etc. 

Printers  and  Lithographers 
Office  Supplies, Printers, etc. 
Retail  Furniture 
Managing  Director 

Organ  &  Piano  Mfrs. 
Wholesale  Grocers. 
Engineer 
Manager 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Local  Manager 
President 
Manager 

Wholesale  Dry  Goods 
Barristers,  Etc. 
Manager 

Architects  &  Civil  Engrs. 
Barrister,  etc. 
Wholesale  Grocers 

Plumbers 
Tobacconists 

Manager 

Mfrs.  Biscuits  &  Candy 

Manager 

President  &  Manager 

Confectionery 

Secretary-  Treasurer 

Crockery  (Wholesale) 

President 

District  Manager 

Manager 

Managing  Editor 

Mfg.  Stationers 

Manager  for  Western  Ont. 


London     Board     of     Trade 


Rowell.  II.  E. 
Riley.  1'    \. 

i  larence  E. 
Ranahan,  H. 

Smith,  A.  M.,  l.t    Col 
Stevelj .  Samuel 
Saunders,  w    I 
Sift  on,  E.  I. 
Somerville,  C.  R. 
Stevelj .  John 
sw>\  enson.  Dr.  W.  .1. 
Stevens,  T    \ 
Southam,  W.  w  . 
Silverwood,  A    B. 
Screaton,  Fred 
Stratfold,  11. 
Southcott,  W.  C. 

Santo,  Chas.  E. 
Spry,  J.  K. 

Talbot,  A. 
Towe,  E. 
Thomson,  \\ .  w  . 
Tanton  .1.  B.  P. 
Tancock,  -las.  A. 
Tillmann,  A. 
Thomas,  J.  Lew  is 
Tolton,  C.  E. 
Trafford,  Wm. 
Turnbull,  Wm. 

White,  Arthur  W. 
White.  Chas.  H. 
Wright,  W.  D.  I 
Welch,  a.  i:. 
Weekes,  G.  N. 
Weld,  John 

Woodbourne,  C.  W.  A. 
Winnett,  W.  H. 
Walker,  L.  J. 
Wyatt,  Wm. 
Wrighton,  W.  T.  E. 
Webster,  R.  J. 
Ward,  Wm. 
Whitwam,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  J.  D. 


The  Philip  Cares  Mfg.  Co. 
Regal  Glove  &  Mitt  Co. 
Rogers  Electric  Co. 


A.  M.  Smith  &  Co. 
\\  in.  Stevelj  <&  son 

\\  .  E.  Saunders  &  Co. 
Electrical  Construction  Co. 

Columbia  Handle  <S  Dumber  Co. 

Empire  Mfg.  Co.,  Ltd. 
Southam  Ptg.  &  Litho.  Co. 
Flavelles  Limited  (Produce) 
A.  Screaton  &  Co. 
Stratfold  &  Bawden 

Southcott  &  Kettle 
Wilcox  Mfg   Co.,  Hardware 
Parisian  Laundry  Co.,  Ltd. 


\.  Talbot*  Co. 


\\  alter  Thomson  A  Son,  Ltd. 
John  Tanton  &  Son 


English  Woolen  Mills  Co. 

Edward  Adams  &  Co. 

Geo.  White  &  Sons  Co.,  Ltd. 
London  Rolling  Mills  Co. 
Wright,  Sons  &  Co. 

Blackburn  cV  Weekes 
The  Wm.  Weld  Co.,  Ltd. 
Dom.  Office  &  Store  Fit.  Co. 

The  Bradstreet  Co. 

T.  W.  Wrighton  &  Sons 
Webster  cV  Kernohan 

Hobbs  Hdw.  Co.,  Ltd. 


Manager 
Manager 
Manager 
Grocer 

\\  holesale  Grocers 

Slo\  es  &  'I'inw  are 

Wholesale  Drugs 

Pa  per  Box  Mfg.,  etc. 

Treasurer 

Physician 

Brass  (ids.  &  Plumbers'Sup. 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Manager 

House  Furnishings 

Plasterers 

Coal  cV    WOod,  etc. 

Manager 

Manager 

Printers  iV  Publishers 
Insurance  Agent 
Oatmeal  Mfrs. 
Seeds,  Cheese,  &  Storage 
Veterinary  Surgeon 
Merchant  Tailor 
Architect 
Manager 
Furniture 
Wholesale  Grocers. 

Portable  Engs.  &  Threshers 

Manager 

Wholesale  Hats. 

Broker 

Barristers,  etc. 

Publishers 

Managing  Director 

Coal  &  Wood,  etc. 

Superintendent 

Retired 

Hides,  Wool  &  Tallow 

Coal  &  Wood,  etc. 

Cigar  Mfr. 

Vice-President 

Physician 
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Nurses'   Home,  Victoria  Hospital 


THE  HURON  &  ERIE 

LOAN   &  SAVINGS  COMPANY 

INCORPORATED  1864 

440-442  Richmond  St.         -  -   -  London,  Ontario 


Paid-up  Capital,  $1,900,000 
Reserve,    -    -    $1,600,000 


Directors : 

ASSETS 

■R5^ 

,v 

over 

J.  W.  Little, 

.   - 

Hi    fi|-j 

$11,000,000 

President 

§4 

— 

T.  G.  Meredith, 
K.C. 

Robert  Fox, 

iP   '*i 

1  **?"**      ' 

"j  ill  i{(\  i-» 

Receives 
Deposits 

Vice-Pkesidents 

4:|    '  *• 

John  Christie 

li 

— 

F.  R.  Eccles, 

M.D. 

Issues 
Debentures 

F.  E.  Leonard 

John  Labatt 

; ",, 

A.  T.  McMahen 

; 

»-V-  „  .  -  • 

Hume  Cronyn, 

Manager 

Wm,  Saunders, 

^'wlS 

H.  W.  Givins, 

C.M.G. 

*-       p 

Asst.  Manager 

THE  CANADA  TRUST  CO. 

Chartered  to  Act  as 

EXECUTOR,  ADMINISTRATOR,  TRUSTEE,  ETC 

Collects  Rents  Manages  Estates 

Invests  Funds  for  Clients 


HURON  &  ERIE  BUILDING, 


LONDON,  ONTARIO 


THE 


DOMINION 

Savings  &-  Investment  Society 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  LONDON,  ONTARIO 


HIGHEST  RATES  PAID  ON   DEPOSITS 
AND  DEBENTURES 


T.   H.   PURDOM,  ESQ.,  K.C.,   President.  NATHANIEL  MILLS,  Manager. 


The  Latest  and  Best  Policy 

16-PAYMENT,  20^ YEAR  ENDOWMENT 

■      Premiums  same  in   amount  as    charged  by  some   Companies 
for  regular  20-Year  Endowment  Policies. 

•  Only   16  Payments  required  by  the    London    Life  under  this 
plan,  instead  of  the  usual  20. 

•  Policies  also  share  in  the  profits  of  the  Company. 


HEAD  OFFICE 

:  BUILDING 

Th 

e  L 

on 

don 

I     *C          INSURANCE 
LllC      COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED    1874 

Actual 

Invested  Assets 
Profit  Results  or 

over  $2,000,000. 

i   Policies  Unsurpassed. 

JOHN  McCLARY.  President 
JOHN  G.   RICHTER,  Manager 

i 

V  O.  JEFFERY.  Vice-Pres.dent 

EDWARD  E.    REID,   Asst.   Manager  and  Actuary 
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)H.    KING   AND    RICHMOND    sis. 


COE.   DUNDAS  AND   ADELAIDE    STS. 


THE 


BANK  »'  TORONTO 


London,  Ont. 

Capital  -  $  4  000,000.00 
Reserve  -  $  4,500,000.00 
Assets     -  $37,000,000.00 

The  Oldest  Bank  in  Canada 

HAVING   ITS   HEAD   OFFICE    IN   ONTARIO 

All  Kinds  of  Banking  Business 
Transacted 

THREE    OFFICES    IN    LONDON 


COB.    RICHMOND   AND  JOHN  STS. 
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THE  REASON  WHY  BUSINESS  MEN  ALL  OVER  CANADA  DEMAND 
THESE  CELEBRATED  BRANDS  IS  BECAUSE  THEY  CAN  RELY  ON 
THEM  AS  BEING  THE  STANDARD  IN  THE  ART  OF  BREWING. 

THE  NAME  IS  A  GUARANTEE  OF  PURITY  AND  EXCELLENCE,  AND 
OUR  PRODUCTS  ARE  HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED  FOR  HOME  USE,  AS 
BEING  HEALTHFUL  TONICS  AND  NOT  MERELY  INTOXICANTS  LIKE 
ALL  CHEAPER  BELLS. 

EVERY    DEALER    EVERYWHERE. 


The 


Hobbs  Hardware 


COMPANY 


TORONTO 


Limited 


ESTABLISHED 

1876 


LONDON 


WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN 

Builders'  and  Shelf  Hardware,  Fine  Cutlery 
Jewelers'  Specialties 


Manufacturers  of 

CORDAGE,  BINDER  TWINE,  HINGES, 
BOLTS,  NAILS  AND  WIRE 

THE  HOBBS  HARDWARE  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
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The 


Hobbs  Mfg.  Co., 


Limited 


LONDON 


TORONTO 


WINNIPEG 


MANUFACTURERS 

Church    and    Cathedral   Leaded    Windows,  Domestic    Art 
Stained  Glass,  Bevelled   Plate  and    Mirrors.      4f      jf      4f 

Memorial  and   Portrait   Windows,  Chipped,  Obscured  and 
Enamelled,  Mitered  and  Sand  Cut.  4f  4T  jf 


IMPORTERS 

SHEET    WINDOW    GLASS,    POLISHED    PLATE 

GLASS,  ROLLED   PLATE  GLASS,   ORNAMENTAL 

FIGURED    GLASS,    MUFFLED    and    CATHEDRAL 

TINTS,  PRISMATIC  GLASS. 

SOLE  CANADIAN  AGENTS  FOR 

The  Paschall   Interlocking    System  Steel    Beam    Sidewalk  Construction 

Maximum  Light  Glass  for  the  Illumination  of  Buildings 
with  Natural  Daylight. 


THE  HOBBS  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Limited 

LONDON  -  -  TORONTO  -  -  WINNIPEG 


C  S.  HYM AN  &  CO. 


T 


anners 


Oak  and 
Union  Sole  Leather 


Walter  Thomson  &  Son 

Limited 

MILLS  :      London,  Mitchell,  Seaforth,  Canada. 
HEAD  OFFICE  :     London,  Canada. 


CAPACITY 


Rolled  Oats  and  Oatmeal,  600  bbls. 
Split  Peas,  200  bbls. 
Pot  Barley,  25  bbls. 


****** 


MANUFACTURERS   OF 

OATMEALS,    POT    BARLEY,    SPLIT    PEAS 

"Maple  Leaf"  Brand 

{Registered  Trade  Mark) 

White  Oat  Flakes 

FOR   EXPORT  AND    DOMESTIC    TRADE 

Correspondence   Invited 


DENNIS 


WIRE  &  IRON 
WORKS  CO.,  Ltd. 


22-28  Dundas  Street 


LONDON, 


if 


ONTARIO 


DESIGNERS    AND    MANUFACTURERS   OF 

Architectural  Iron 
Structural  Metal 
Ornamental  Metal 
Wire  Work 

CATALOGUES    AND    DRAWINGS    ON    REQUEST. 
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A.  B.  GREER 

CARRIAGE    MANUFACTURER 

ESTABLISHED    1873 

Cor.  York  and  Talbot  Sts.  -  -  LONDON,  ONT. 


LANDAUS,  FUNERAL  CARS,  AMBULANCES 
UNDERTAKERS'  WAGONS,  BUGGIES, 

TRAPS,  ETC. 

Wholesale  -■>  Retail 
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ESTABLISHED 
60  YEARS 


ESTABLISHED 
60  YEARS 


Reid  Bros.  6r  Co. 


MANUFACTURING    STATIONERS 
and   MAKERS  OF   PAPER  GOODS 


391      -      393      -      395 
CLARENCE     STREET 


LONDON, 


ONTARIO 


Good  Printing 


ESSENTIAL    TO 
BUSINESS  SUCCESS 

To  a  large    extent    your   business   standing  will    be    determined    by 

your  stationery  and  otber  printed  or  lithographed  matter  which 

you  send  out. 
You  cannot,  therefore,  afford  to  use    anything    but  first-class  paper, 

printed  in  the  most  UP-TO-DATE  style  with  the  finest  inks. 
In  all    our   work    we    use    only  the    best   materials    obtainable,    and 

have  facilities  for  producing  the  finest  results. 


We  do  PRINTING 

LITHOGRAPHING 

ENGRAVING 

All  under  one  roof  EMBOSSING 

tr        LET   US    ESTIMATE    ON   YOUR  REQUIREMENTS        la 

The  London   Printing  6-  Lithographing  Company, 

LONDON,  ONT.  Limiied 


Th. 


Globe  Casket  Co. 


LONDON,     .     CANADA 


ROBT.  WATSON 


FRED  W.  COLES 


JOHN  FERGUSON 


Undertakers'    Supplies 


We  manufacture  lines  that  are  unsurpassed  by  any 
other  goods  on  the  market.  We  furnish  every 
requisite  required  by  the  Funeral  Director.  Our 
travellers  will  be  pleased  to  show  you  photos. 


PROMPT 
SHIPMENT 


COURTEOUS 
ATTENTION 


MODERATE 
PRICES 


"    y-ft' 


.  •       • 


Somerville's.... 


i 


Mexican  Fruit 
Chewing 


Gum 


A    BENEFIT- 
NOT  A  HABIT 


Manufactured  by 


C.  R.  SOMERVILLE 

London    -    Canada 
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Th. 


Murray  Shoe  Co. 


LONDON,     -     CANADA 


Limited 


MAKERS  OF  THE 


# 


SHOE  FOR  MEN 


110 


GREENE,  SWIFT  &-  CO.'S 
New  Factory,  Warehouse, 

AND 

Office  Building 


FIREPROOF,  REINFORCED  CONCRETE 


THOROUGHLY  EQUIPPED  FOR  A  RAPIDLY  GROWING 

BUSINESS 


Fronts  on  Queen's  Avenue,  Talbot  and  Carling  Streets. 


Entrance  to  their  Office  and  Warehouse: 

Corner  Talbot  and  Queen's  Avenue 


The  Sherlock-Manning 

Organ  Co. 


Manufacturers 
of 

High-grade 

REED 
ORGANS 


London 


Canada 
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The 

City 
Hotel 

1857 


FOR  FIFTY  YEARS  THIS  POPULAR  HOSTELRY 
HAS  CATERED  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

Now  under  new  management. 


1907 


REFURNISHED     -     SANITARY    -    MODERNIZED 


Meet   your  friends  here. 
RATES  REASONABLE. 


Become  a  guest  yourself. 

A.   H.   BRENER,   Proprietor 


The  Modern,  Cleanly  and  Sanitary  Cigar  Factory  of 

BRENER    BROS. 


THE  POPULAR 

La  Fama 

Kim  and 

Harold  H 

Cigars  made  here,  also  the 
CELEBRATED 

Vallens  £r  Co/s 

Clear   Havana  Brands 


184-igo  //OR  TON  ST. 


D.  H.  HO  WD  EN 

&  COMPANY 


LIMITED 


200  to  206  York  Street, 
LONDON,     ,     ONT. 


Direct  Importers  and   Wholesale  Dealers  in 

Shelf  and  General  Hardware 


PAINTS,   OILS,  GLASS, 
SPORTING  GOODS.  ETC. 


STERLING 

BROS. 


LIMITED 


MANUFACTURERS    OF 


AND 


RUBBERS  ano  FELT  GOODS 
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ELLIOTT,  MARR  &  CO 


LIM/fhD 


Wholesale  Grocers 

LONDON,  CANADA 


TIhe  MdDmrae  ©IT 

(Srannd  McQxpnll  T 
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R.  C.  Struthers 

&    CO  IXT FjPl  1ST Y 

WHOLESALE  DRY  GOODS 


•\ 


^«l£& 


CARPETS,  LINOLEUMS,  NOTIONS,  ETC 


A.  M.  Smith  &  Co. 


Wholesale 

Grocers 


LONDON, 


CANADA 
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We  have  the  largest  and  most  up-to-date  factory 
in  Canada  for  manufacturing 

Plumbers  and  Steamf itters 

BRASS     GOODS 

We  also  manufacture  a  full  line  of 

Corporation  Brass 
Work 


EMPIRE  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Limited 

London  Ontario 

^.  STEVENS,   President.  C.   S.  TRUDELL,  V.ce-President. 

— ^^ _JXl- 


WRIGHT,  SONS  a 

Cruickshank    Block,  opposite  Tecumseh  House, 
LONDON 


Wholesale 

HATS,  CAPS,  FURS 
ROBES,  RUGS, 
GLOVES,  MITTS, 

and  HORSE  BLANKETS 


^ 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

Rosebery  &  Co. 
PVilton  &  Co. 
Kemnore  <  union  made) 

STIFF  and  SOFT  FELT  HATS 

BEST  ENGLISH  MANUFACTURE 
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ES 


U 


LONDON,  CANADA 


WHOLESALE 


Carriage  Goods 

and 

Iron  Merchants 
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THE  HOME  OF 


Astoria^  Liberty 

Shoes 


The  BEST  Materials. 
The  BEST  Styles  for  Men. 
The  BEST  Efforts  of  the  Best  Shoemakers. 
Dealers  will    find    buying    our    lines   the  BEST 
way  to  become   prosperous. 


Retail,  $4.50  to  $7.00 


All  Widths  from  AA  to  EE 


&* 


All  Sizes  from  4  to   12 

COOK-FITZGERALD  CO., 

LONDON,  ONTARIO,    CANADA 


Limited 


^ 


■^ 
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